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ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


Tue Sixty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be 
held in the First Baptist Church of Saratoga, N.Y., on Tuesday the 25th of May, 1880, 
at ten o’clock, A.M. 

(Signed) H. S. Burrace, Recording Secretary. 
PoRTLAND, Me., April 1, 1880, 

The Sixty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union will be held in the First Baptist Church of Saratoga, N.Y., immedi- 
ately after the adjournment of the Missionary Union. 


; (Signed) W. H. Eaton, Recording Secretary. 
KEENE, N.H., April 1, 1880. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


Wuat was THE Financia, Resutr?— When this number of the MacaziInE comes 
into the hands of its readers, many will no doubt look first of all for the financial state- 
ment, anxious to learn how the accounts of the Union stood at the end of the fiscal year, 
April 1, 1880. It will be remembered that the treasurer proposed to keep his accounts 
for the year ending at that date open until the 14th of April ; and they were kept open, as 
proposed. The time for going to press with the Macazine is fixed for the 16th’ of April, 
that it may be mailed on the z2oth of the month; and hence it is not possible to publish 
the financial statement desired in the present issue. At the time of writing this paragraph, 
it looks as if the receipts of the year would cover the expenditures, and no more, leaving 
the debt of last year — about twenty-two thousand dollars — standing against the Union. 


More CHEERING. — Since the above was put in type, the financial outlook has bright- 
ened. We can safely say that not only will the current expenses of the year be met, but 
the debt. will probably be reduced one-half. This is most cheering to the friends of the 
Missionary Union. Had more done as well as a few have done, the whole debt would 
have been wiped out, and the financial success of the year would have been very extraor- 
dinary. As it is, the result in March has had no parallel in the history of the Union. 
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Ir MIGHT HAVE BEEN. DONE.— The receipts of the Union for the last month of the 
fiscal year ending April 2, 1880, were such as to show, that, had the churches begun 
earlier to make up their annual contributions, not only the last year’s current expenses of 
the work of the Union would have been provided for, but the debt also might have been 
wiped out. It is to be regretted that so many of the churches delay'the work of making 
up and remitting their offerings for the cause of foreign missions until the last days of the 
fiscal year. If the regular contributions were made at an earlier date, then, if at the close 
of the year a special collection were needed to balance the accounts of the Union, a 
special effort could be made for that object without interference and obstruction from the 
regular collections. The time when a special collection is needed, and would no doubt 


be cheerfully and generously made, is in very many cases occupied with making up the 
regular annual contributions. e 


MANY HAVE DONE NOBLY. — Many of the churches contributing to the funds of the 
Union have, in the fiscal year just closed, done nobly, going far beyond the twenty per 
cent advance asked for, and far beyond the amount of their donations in former years. 
They desired and earnestly labored to have the debt paid, and the accounts of the treas- 
urer balanced at the end of the year. They will be very much disappointed to learn that 
the end they longed and worked for was not reached. 


FAcTs SUPPORT us in saying that never before have our churches and pastors shown 
such a genuine and deep concern for the work of foreign missions as at the present time. 
There are more missionary concerts of prayer ; more missionary sermons are preached by 
pastors ; more reading of missionary matter; more missionary intelligence is circulated, 
and that more heartily appreciated ; more principle and system in raising money to carry 


on the work. And yet there is much room for advance and improvement in this di- 
rection. 


On THE Paciric Coast is now being published monthly Zhe Herald of Truth, under 
the editorial management of Rev. G. S. Abbott, pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Oakland ; and our brother, so thoroughly informed and so deeply interested in the work 
of foreign missions, is making in every issue of his paper stirring appeals to the churches 
to enter more fully and liberally into the work of giving the gospel to heathen nations. 
And already we begin to see that his advocacy of foreign missions is producing practical 
results. There are other pastors we might name in California who are in heartiest sym- 
pathy with our brother in his desire and efforts to kindle and extend among our churches 
on the Pacific coast a genuine zeal for the cause of foreign missions. From the Mission 
Rooms in Boston we send to brother Abbott and his co-laborers our sincere thanks for what 


they are doing, and doing so well, to arouse a true missionary spirit in the Baptist churches 
of California. 


CHEERING Worps. — Many of the letters containing remittances to the treasury of 
the Union during the last month of the fiscal year just closed had in them, besides checks 


_ and money-orders, cheering words from pastors and church treasurers, revealing a genuine 
interest in the work of the Missionary Union. 


From a Pastor, who forwards the annual contribution of his church, with the twenty 
per cent advance, we have the following earnest words: “I could not attend the next 
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anniversary meetings, if my church should fail in its obligation to raise the twenty per 
cent advance. Some of our people have lost heavily during the hard times, and is 
not the place it once was in wealth. Still we mean to give as the Lord hath prospered 
us. And, in whatever home matters we may fall behind, I do not mean that the hearts of 
my good brethren at the Rooms shall be pained by our neglect of the foreign fields. We 
must not live in palaces, while in the interior of China there ts no house for our God." 


AN OpPosITE AND MELANCHOLY Case. — From a letter sent to the Mission Rooms, we 
cite the following painful representation of another pastor’s spirit and conduct in relation 
to the work of foreign missions. Says the writer, “The Missionary Macazine which you 
send to Rev. Mr. ——, pastor of the Baptist church in , is always put into 's 
box, and it is handed to the postmaster to be put into Rev. Mr. ’s box. The reply 
of the postmaster is, ‘You had better take it home. Rev. Mr. will not receive it, 
but always throws it back, and says 4e don’t want it; and so we put it into the waste- 
basket.’ While reading the letter from Rev. H. H. Rhees in the Macazing, I felt more and 
more sorry for ovr minister. It has been very discouraging to the few who are interested 
in missions, to work here with the minister opposing them and working against them. 
Our ministers of the past have always been interested in mission-work. And now, 
especially at this time, when there is so much money to be raised to pay up the debt 
of the Missionary Union, ought not every Baptist minister in the land to do all he can? 
Our church is in debt to our minister, and he thinks that debt ought to be paid before 
contributions go elsewhere. I fear he has forgotten that, the more we give, the more 
we shall have to give. Our church is in a sad state: divisions prevail.” 

Such melancholy cases, we believe, are very rare in the ranks of our pastors. Of 
course a church will be unjust and penurious towards its pastor; division and wrangling 
will spring up among the members, and the worst evils befall the cause of Christ, in such 
a church, where the pastor cherishes and manifests a spirit so utterly at variance with the 
gospel of Christ and with the dominant missionary sentiment of the times. It is a good 
sign, and very gratifying, that the piety and intelligence of the membership of our churches 
rebel against the apathy and antipathy of a fasfor (!) to the great ‘and sacred cause of 
foreign missions. But we suggest again, as in a former MacazinE, that such a pastor be 
made the subject of special prayer, and that his objectionable course be endured with 
patience and treated with great Christian kindness. 


_ SPECIFIC PETITIONS. —In the missionary concert, be specific in prayer. Says a con- 
temporary missionary periodical, “‘ We distinctly remember a prayer offered at a missionary 
meeting some years ago, where a returned missionary from China was to speak. Of course 
it was proper that some allusion should be made in the prayer to this brother’s field of 
labor ; but the reverend doctor of divinity could no more bring himself to plainly say 
‘China’ than he could have used a profane word. So he spoke laboriously of ‘ that vast 
empire,’ ‘ that great heathen nation,’ ‘that wonderful country recently opened to Christian 
influences,’ and so on, until wonder and anxiety as to the remaining possible designations 


of China increased to an uncomfortable degree.” 
+ 


Tuink oF Ir! — “In this land,” so we see it stated, “one person in every six is a 
communicant in some evangelical Protestant church. Probably very nearly one person 
in every four of suitable age is a church-member. In this land there is an organized 
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evangelical church to every six hundred persons, and an ordained evangelical minister to 
every nine hundred persons.” When are we going to stop this unequal distribution of a 
religion designed for the whole world? The Lord cannot be pleased with the way in 
which we are now working for the extension of Christ’s kingdom and the salvation of the 
world. 


A MorRE EquiTasB_eE Distrisution of the gospel of Jesus Christ in this world is being 
loudly called for. Many are beginning to see and to say that it is about time for us to 
understand that no one country or community has a claim upon the blessings of the 
gospel superior to that of any other country or community. Why should “ our country” 
have so much more done for its evangelization than India or China or Japan? Why should 
one hundred millions of dollars be spent annually in maintaining and extending Christian 
institutions in this land, and less than two millions of dollars be annually spent by us for 
the evangelization of the great outlying heathen world? Can such an unequal proportion 
be justified by the word of God? ay, verily / 


How Many in this country need to perish for want of a knowledge, or for lack of an 
opportunity to gain a knowledge, of the way of salvation by Christ? There is much 
ignorance, much error, much depravity, much wickedness, but it is all without excuse. 


WHoM IT MAY CONCERN. — We cite from the last number of Zhe Foreign Missionary, 
published by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, a few sentences relating to a 
matter on which a word of caution is needed, and a caution which we have long felt 
inclined to utter in the Missionary MaGazine. Says Zhe Foreign Missionary, “No doubt 
sabbath schools are sometimes disappointed in not receiving letters from missionaries on 
whose field some special object has been selected. We receive many complaints on this 
subject. A moment’s reflection will show that an overworked missionary, burdened with 
the cares of preaching, teaching, and superintendence, must find it hard to write interest- 

ing letters concerning each of his forty or fifty pupils to as many contributing sabbath 
schools at home. A case is before us in which a letter was written to a missionary on the 
field, stating that $2.75 had just been sent to the Board, and asking if the missionary 
would ‘ please appropriate it to some special object, and write to the class concerning that 
object, and follow it up from time to time.’ Whether this was to be continued during the 
natural life of the missionary, was not stated. The smallest offerings are gladly received, 
but they should not cripple the work on the field by too many requirements.” 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM ONGOLE. 
BY REV. W. B. BOGGS. 


IN the first place, we are all well. My own 


Brother Clough is out itinerating among 
health is excellent; and the rest of the com- 


pany are, as usual, well. It is also a time of 
health among the people about us. In the 
schools there has been scarcely any sickness 
for a long time: we thankfully recognize this 


great blessing. 


the villages, making a long and extensive tour 
through the northern and western portions 
of the field. He has now been in tent more 
than five weeks, and is at present about 
seventy miles distant to the north-west. He 
is meeting with remarkable success, and 


1880. ] 


writes most encouragingly of the state of 
things on the field. He will probably write 
you a detailed account of this tour, and of its 
grand results, soon after he returns to Ongole. 
The heat is now rapidly increasing, and after 
a few weeks more travelling will have to be 
suspended for a time. 

We here at Ongole are endeavoring to 
manage the various affairs of the station, the 
schools, &c. I would gladly be out engaged 
in field-work; but some one Maving some 
knowledge of the language, and some experi- 
ence in the mission, must be here at head- 
quarters all the time. Brother Price is hard 
at work at the language: I hope by the begin- 
ning of next travelling season (November) he 
will be so far advanced in the language, that 
two out of the three missionaries will be able 
to spend the whole cool season on the field. 
This work of itinerating is of prime importance. 

Sixteen persons were baptized here in On- 
gole on Sunday evening, 15th inst., by brother 
Price. 

The Duke of Buckingham, Governor of 
Madras, accompanied by a numerous suite, 
has been making a tour recently through this 
part of the Presidency. They travelled with 
their own boats by the Buckingham canal, 
which passes along-near the coast eight miles 
east of Ongole. They took also their tents, 
horses, carriages, &c., with them. In going 
north they did not visit Ongole, and it seemed 
doubtful whether they would come here at all. 
They went as far north as Bezwada, on the 
Kristna River, and Masulipatam on the sea- 
coast, the chief city of the Kristna district. 
On their return last week, very unexpectedly 
they drove in from the canal to Ongole, and 
spent the day here. The party consisted of 
the Duke, his three daughters, private secre- 
tary, medical officer, aides-de-camp, and Hon. 
D. F. Carmichael of the Madras Legislative 
Council. 

As soon as they had breakfasted, the Duke 
and all the gentlemen of his party came to the 
old mission-house (brother Clough’s) where 
brother Price is staying, visited the chapel, 
looked at things generally, and made many 
inquiries concerning the mission, its history, 
work, &c. The Governor then said to me, 
“You have the girls’ school over at your 
compound, I understand: we should like to 
see it if you have no objection.” So we all 
came over here, and I improved the opportu- 
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nity as we walked across the fields to tell the 
Governor something of our plans and hopes 
in reference to the proposed high school. 
We looked at the five ruined dormitories 
destroyed by the cyclone. On reaching the 
girls’ school Mrs. Boggs met us, and showed 
our visitors through the school. By their re- 
quest the girls read some, and then went 
through an exercise in geography, the Duke 
and Mr. Carmichael asking them a number of 
questions on the maps. The party then came 
into the house, and sat and chatted freely for 
a while; and then the Duke said, “I want my 
daughters to come over and see this school, 
as soon as it is cool enough in the afternoon: 
won’t you come over and lunch with us at two 
o’clock? and after that we will come to the 
school.” Accordingly brother Price and we 
lunched with them, and found them a very 
free, sociable company. They asked many 
questions about the mission, our aims and 
methods in school work, the damage done by. 
the cyclone, &c. 

At four o’clock the whole party, on their 
way back to the canal, drove this way; and, 
having come into the school, they heard the 
girls sing some Teloogoo hymns, and looked 
at their sewing-work, &c. As they were 
taking leave the Duke said, “I am very 
sorry to see those houses in that ruined con- 
dition; it must be very inconvenient for the 
school: allow me to rebuild two of them. I 
think you said they cost about Rs. 200 each; 
I will send you my check for Rs. 400, to re- 
build two of them.” You may be sure that 
this gracious offer was accepted. The reason 
that the male department of our school did 
not claim a share of attention is that upwards 
of seventy of our most advanced young men 
and boys have been away at their homes 
since the cyclone, waiting till we are in a 
position to recall them. 

By their plain, free, genial manner, our vis- 
itors left behind them a very pleasant impres- 
sion. They manifested a decided interest in 
our mission and school work; and we have 
reason to believe that when we seek for 
Government aid in connection with our high 
school we will not seek in vain. But ow is 
the time for us to act. We trust that we will 
soon have the hearty sanction and substantial 
aid of the Executive Committee for the estab- 
lishment of the high school. 

Such a donation as the above, coming un- 
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asked from a total stranger, a Church-man, 
and not an American, leads us confidently to 
hope for generous contributions for the same 
object from American Baptists. 

P. S. The Duke’s check for Rs. 400 has 
come to hand. 

ONGOLE, Feb. 24, 1880. 


THE ASSOCIATIONAL SECRE- 
TARIES. 


BY ONE OF THEM. 


Ir has always been a problem with those 
who have our mission interests at heart: How 
can we reach the masses of our people? 
When a few years ago the Missionary Union 
' decided to appoint a secretary in each associa- 
tion, who should be commissioned to look 
after the foreign mission cause in his field, I 
felt that it was a good move. I still believe 


so, and that if this plan is properly pressed it 
will become a great power. And, as the MAG- 
AZINE has come to be a channel of helpful 
experience, may I give some thoughts that 
have come to me during two years work as 


associational secretary? 

First, Choose a man with a missionary 
record for the office. If he has not mission- 
ary zeal as pastor, he will not have as. secre- 
tary. 

Second, The secretary must be a man who 
can use his pen. Most of his work is done 
in this way; merely directing the envelopes 
with circulars in them, which the more gen- 
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eral secretaries send, is not all. -My associa- 
tion has thirteen churches, and I average about 
fifty letters a year. He must be a line-upon- 
line man. After the man is found, magnify 
his office. My district secretary makes me 
feel that I amount to something; always con- 
sults and works through me. Don’t think I 
would work so well if he did not do this. 
Then he allows my postage and little travel- 
ling expenses, —in two years about six dollars. 
My plan is to have pastors do the work of col- 
lecting, furrMshing all the help I possibly can. 
In my present field of thirteen churches 
the books show for the year ending March, 
1877:— : 
Collection at association, and oneindividual. . . . 
1877-8. Two churches, one individual 
1878-9. The year the secretary began work: five 


churches, one sabbath school, one individual, and 
collection at association 


This is not very much, but it shows prog- 
ress, and every church means to grow in this 
grace; and my work will be less the next 
year if my commission is renewed. My con- 
viction is that there is a man in each associa- 
tion who will do this kind of work; and, if so, 
how easy will the needed enlargement come! 

Many thanks for the hopeful view you are 
taking of things. As another straw to show 
that the wind is right, I find that for January, 
February, and March, 1879, our State gave 
$310.25; for the same months, 1880, $467.16. 

We are in the West, but our people are 
coming up in their ideas of Christianity. 


HOW THE BLESSING COMES. 


BY REV. L. C. STEVENS. 


THE time has arrived, when Christians of 
heart-consecration to Christ and his service are 
beginning to inquire anxiously how they may 
certainly secure the blessing to be expected 
in coming up nobly to the demands of the 
missionary cause. For, confessedly, hitherto 
there have been many who have experienced 
no blessing, either in giving money, or in offer- 
ing prayer, for the world’s salvation. Hence 
the notable fact, that, in monthly concerts, 
only now and then one refers to missions in 


his supplications; and the other notable fact, 
that, in making contributions for the mission- 
ary treasury, only now and then one thinks 
of it unless reminded of it. Plainly, then, the 
work of missions may be carried forward by 
church-members, as a kind of slavery, for 
which they have no love. And so it often 
happens, that we find those who are unhappy 
and petulant about missions. They do not 
wish to hear the subject named in any way. 
If you call upon them for help, or ask them 


t 
1879-80. ‘Thirteen churches, one sabbath school, one 
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to take the MIssIONARY MAGAZINE or The 
Helping Hand, they show most unmistakably 
their ill feelings; and what they do in com- 
plying with your wishes, they do to get rid of 
you in the shortest time possible. 

Now, this is painful to witness. Besides, 
God is displeased with it, and it must bring 
his curse upon unnumbered souls. Yet, do 
what they will, his kingdom will advance, and 
others will get the blessing. But how does it 
come? First of all, by asking in deepest 
humility, and profoundest submission, “ Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” Next, the 
heart must be thrown wide open to the recep- 
tion of truth and the Holy Spirit. Then 
there must be earnest begging that the dear 
Saviour would make his will understood, and 
give the purpose to do it. Let me take a view 
of my own fallen state, and my many sins; 
and then let me remember, that in that state, 
and covered with those sins, God called after 
me. Let me think what joy filled my heart, 
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when, washed in “the fountains filled with 
blood,” I received the evidence of pardon, and 
acceptance through the gracious Saviour. 
Let me have anew the deep concern and com- 
passion for perishing souls, that filled my soul 
in the days of my first love. Let me think 
how sad I have felt, hundreds of times, that I 
have been the means of saving so few of the 
perishing; and how I have longed and ago- 
nized, that in some way I might be the means, 
during my remaining days, of the salvation of 
great numbers. With all these surveys, and 
stirrings of the mind, let me put the question, 
Have I in my keeping any money that God 
calls upon me to put into the mission treas- 
ury? and willing to see my whole duty, — 
though it were to require hundreds where I 
have ordinarily given only single dollars, — 
and not only to see it, but to do it; and then 
will the blessing come abundantly and richly, 


‘beyond the power to tell. 


AT COCANADA, INDIA. 


BY REV. A. V. TIMPANY. 


It is said of the human heart, that to take in 
one more into its love and friendship, no, mat- 
ter how full it was before, it is not necessary 
to turn out the love and friendship of one 
already there. So may I not hope that I yet 
have a corner in your heart and thoughts and 
»prayers, though no longer officially connected 
with you and the Missionary Union? Other 
men have come forward to take the place of 
those whose places have been made vacant 
by death and resignation: you have far more 
now to care for than you had twelve years 
ago when I came to India as one of your 
missionaries. 

It was one of the hardest things I ever 
did to separate myself from the Union and 
my station at Ramapatam, where I had put in 
some of the best years of my life. Nothing 
but a firm conviction that I would best serve 
the interests of foreign missions as a whole 
led me to retain my Canadian connection, and 
return to India, what I was from the first, a 
Canadian missionary. 

We are children of the Union. When too 
weak to work alone, we worked through the 


‘Union ; and when the time came, as it seemed 


for separate work, we had your benediction 
and promise of assistance in all needful ways ; 
and the promise has been kept. 

Brother McLaurin, after having nobly held 
Ongole for brother Clough the two years he 
was home nominally recruiting, but really do- 
ing a grand work for the Teloogoo people in 
seminary endowment and securing us mission- 
aries, came here to the North Teloogoo coun- 
try, and established our first Canadian station 
here in Cocanada. The brethren of the Mari- 
time Provinces who were on the lookout for a 
suitable field also came to this North Teloo- 
goo country. There are now six stations, for 
which there are six families on the ground, 
and a single lady: one family is at home re- 
cruiting. The whole number is, therefore, 
fifteen men and women. All of the fields are 
of more or less promise; of course, being 
new, there is a great deal of preparatory work 
to be done. This work has progressed fairly, 
and we hope in about another two years each 
station will be in fair running order. 

Here in Cocanada there is a compound 
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and buildings that have cost the Ontario and 
Quebec Society about Rs. 20,000. The past 
year there were one hundred and nineteen 
baptisms in what is now called the Cocanada 
and A Keed field. There is a wide and grow- 
ing interest: we hope for greater things this 
year. 

The Annual Conference of the Canadian 
Mission met with us at the beginning of the 
year. One notable event of the occasion was 
the presence of Rev. W. F. Bainbridge of 
Providence, R. I., during the first days of the 
session. It was an inspiration to us all, to 
have him with us; how much so this was the 
case, I have no hope of making brethren at 
home understand. 

I cannot say that it is a surprise, either, to 
learn that some at home doubt the wisdom of 
spending one or two years of middle life as 
brother Bainbridge is doing. He told us he 
had seen about five hundred missionaries. 
Well! all I can say is, that, if he did the one- 
fourth of them as much good as he did us, the 
time is doubly saved. It is all right fora 
minister to go six months or a year meander- 
ing and dreaming among old cathedrals and 
organs and paintings in Europe; but it is 
questionable, is it, whether he does well to go 
where the clash of the Lord’s hosts takes 
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place with the hosts of heathenism? Is ita 
little thing to give even a cup of cold water to 
some of the wearied, battered, toiling ones 
who move in the vanguard of the onset on 
Satan’s kingdom of darkness? 

In what college of earth could brother 
Bainbridge get a tithe of the information, and 
the grasp of men and things wide as the 
world, that he is getting now? We ask that 
more of you brethren, when you take a need- 
ed vacafion, will come and see us. Come pre- 
pared to pour out your best stores of thought, 
in the best of English. We can find you 
audiences of educated Hindoos to listen to 
you, and understand you. There is a magnifi- 
cent field in this direction; so come, and come 
prepared to spend some time. 

One more word: Next week I expect Dr. 
Jewett here to work with me in getting out at 
It seems 
to me that it is time the fact dawned upon all 
the Baptists of America, that Baptist money 
will have to print the translations of the 
New Testament that Baptist scholars make. 
“ Baptist translations are all sectarian,” and 
will be till this great apostasy from New 
Testament order and command, against which 


we struggle, gives way: till then we can wait 
content to be “sectarian.” 


OF PASTOR THIEFFRY 


Our brother Joseph Thiéffry, who has 
lately gone from this world to his inheritance 
in heaven, was for some years employed by 
the American Baptist Missionary Union, as a 
pastor in the North of France. 

He was born about 1796. His father, con- 
verted from Catholicism, brought him to the 
new faith. Joseph Thiéffry was a pious 
Protestant, but a formalist, and a stranger to 
the divine life, when he was awakened in a 
revival which occurred about 1820. After 
his conversion he consecrated his talents and 
his gifts to religious labor for his relatives 
and all whom he could reach. A society for 
evangelization, to which he had been intro- 
duced, employed him for some years, to the 
satisfaction of every one. He did mich 
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good: he was beloved wherever he labored. 
God sealed his work with his blessing. 

About 1834, through brother Willmarth, a 
missionary of the Boston Baptist Convention, 
he became acquainted with the doctrines of 
strict Baptists, which he accepted as soon as 
he recognized them as in accordance with the 
gospel. He was governed by obedience to 
the Lord, by love of the truth. The Ameri- 
can Baptist Society, needing French laborers, 
took him into its service: he fulfilled the 
duties lovingly and faithfully. 

The American missionaries were forced by 
persecution to return to the United States for 
some time. The direction of the work was 
intrusted to brother Thiéffry, who acquitted 
himself well, displaying in this his noble quali- 
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ties, —vigilance, prudence, activity, and de- 
votion to the welfare of the work and of his 
brethren. 

Toward the close of his career he ceased to 
be employed by the Baptist Union, but he 
continued no less to preach the gospel with 
earnestness as long as he could go to the 
chapel. It was beautiful to see the old man, 
loaded down with infirmities, taking his way 
to the chapel, leaning on his cane, stopping 
sometimes when, suffocated with pain, he 
could not breathe. As soon as he recov- 
ered a little, he would continue on his way; 
to edify his brethren and sisters. He wanted 
to proclaim his Saviour’s love till his latest 
breath. Loving his Master, his brethren, and 
perishing sinners, he did every thing possible 
for their good. He was a model of a laborer, 
faithful even in little things. 

The Lord loved him much, for he tried him 
in every way. God had given him twelve 
children ; and he took away nine of them after 
they were grown. He had a fall which was 
almost fatal: it left him an overpowering in- 
firmity, which he bore all his life. 

When our dreadful war began, there re- 
mained to him a-daughter, married and the 
mother of three children, and two sons who 
were with him. His sons were called to mili- 
tary service, and placed in different army corps. 
His Benjamin was mortally wounded; and 
the old man was obliged to go and receive his 
son’s last breath, and bury him. The other 
son was ill, and followed the army in retreat. 
The poor father took all imaginable pains to 
get permission to bring his son home, since 
he seemed about to die; but he was restored 
to him. Shortly after, his daughter was vio- 
lently attacked with one of those diseases 
which rarely allow their victims to escape. 
He could say to God, “ All thy billows pass 
over me: the waters compassed me about, 
even to the soul.” His infirmity increased 
his suffering became intolerable. It was in 
this sad state that faith appeared in its grand- 
eur and beauty. If he could say, “I am 
feeble and s re broken; I have roared by 
reason of the disquietness of my heart,” he 
could also say, “‘ The Lord makes his strength 
perfect in my weakness. Thy will be done, 
O my Father, not mine!” 

In the last year of his life, dropsy was add- 

ed to his nervous pain and his suffocation. 
’ His feet were swollen. The bitter cup ran 
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over, and he drank it to the dregs. What 
admirable patience, what faith in the heaven- 
ly Father, accepting all with submission, and 
always saying, “Thy will be done!” The 
Lord gave him but a few hours’ repose before 
he fell asleep in peace. It was especially at 
the-close of life that he became a model for 
his brethren: it was then that the greatness 
of his faith appeared. 

The Lord blessed him abundantly, whether 
in bringing souls to Christ, or in confirming, 
strengthening, consoling, guiding, raising 
them if they fell. He was so prudent, so 
patient with opposers! He knew how to be 
faithful, and yet make himself loved by every 
one. Catholics and Protestants joined with 
Baptists at his burial in testifying how they 
loved and respected him. We can all say, 
Let me live and die like this blessed brother! 


THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN A 
PASTOR’S HOME. 


THE pastor’s wife writes as follows: “The 
enclosed five dollars and twenty-four cents are 
to be used towards the rebuilding of brother 
Mason’s house. The twenty-four cents are 
from my little girls, who volunteered them last 
evening after I told them about the fire. The 
pennies were all they had left of fifty cents 
given them at Christmas, the most of them, 
however, having been given into the chil- 
dren’s mission fund at the church. They are 
much interested in missions, and seem to 
think it no sacrifice to give their pennies for 
this cause, instead of spending them for them- 
selves. As they offered their evening prayer 
they asked God that Mr. Mason’s house 
might be rebuilt; the older one praying that 
God would put it into our hearts to send 
money to rebuild it, and to give us much 
money to send. 

“And now I must add, their prayers are 
answered; for just now in telling their papa 
of their purpose he has given them each one 
dollar to add to their little gifts. My oldest 
daughter wishes to add her mite, and sends a 
dollar. Please find, then, enclosed eight dol- 
lars and twenty-four cents instead of five. 

“P. S. My husband wishes to make the 
amount ten dollars; and I gladly enclose it 
with the pennies, together with our prayers.” 


. 
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HEATHEN SCEPTICISM ABOUT HEATHENISM. 


BY REV. WILLIAM ASHMORE, D.D., SWATOW, CHINA. 


THERE was occasion some time ago to write 
a page or two about “Heathen Faith in 
Heathenism.” The subject would be incom- 
plete without some observation further con- 
cerning Heathen Scepticism. 

It is to be remarked in the outset, that 
there is to be found in heathendom a large 
class of sceptics, sceptical of course about 
their own heathenism. They are to be found 
everywhere, but abound more especially in 
those places where foreign ideas are known. 
But they are to be met with also in inland 
places where Western books and teachings 
have not found their way. India is full of 
scepticism ; and in China and Japan it abounds, 
and is increasing every year. This scepticism 
is not limited to any one class. The learned 
and thinking portions of the communities are 
affected prominently, as were similar classes 
in the days of Rome and Greece when “men 
mused, and were in expectation.” But the 
laboring classes also yield a large quota of 
doubters. They rarely assert themselves, 
and save in a few instances, as jn the case of 
the Brahmo Somaj, have no organization nor 
intercommunication. It is unorganized un- 
belief. 

How these persons became sceptical, is a 
question of paramount interest. . 

A variety of causes are to be mentioned. 
It is needful to know the particular cause of 
any particular scepticism in order to determine 
its real nature as a moral manifestation, and 
to determine the value of that special scepti- 
cism as a preparation for Christianity. 

Some, then, among Chinese, as among other 
people, have a natural proclivity for doubting 
every thing. They are double-jointed doubt- 
ers, who never feel settled except when they 
are unsettled. Others have reasoned out 
their scepticism slowly and hesitatingly under 
great difficulties, finding it almost impossible 
to disconnect themselves from the thinking 
around them; and who, when they have done 
80, are amazed at their own temerity, and keep 
their thoughts to themselves. Some have 
been made sceptics by the failure of some 
heathen god, whom they have believed in, to 


help them in an extremity. They are limited 
and specific sceptics. Few of them go to the 
extent of distrusting the whole pantheon on 
account of these instances of inability or neg- 
lect. Their scepticism is limited to some par- 
ticular idol, or some particular sacred locality, 
or some particular observance, while they 
may exhibit boundless credulity in other di- 
rections. There are favorite temples here. 
There are popular and unpopular idols. 
There are shrines that have a reputation, and 
other shrines that have none, and are neglect- 
ed. A neglected and decaying temple, there- 
fore, does not necessarily furnish proof of a 
waning superstition. Some have been made 
sceptics by going abroad to foreign lands, and 
finding great social organisms and marvellous 
prosperity and wealth dependent upon no 
sort of idolatrous observances. Some have 
been made sceptics by their contact in China 
with foreign officials and merchants. In this 
class are to be found many “compradors,” as 
they are called,— many employees in ships, 
men-of-war, in arsenals, attendants in foreign 
families. They have seen heathenism so 
much laughed at and sneered at by persons 
who to them are possessed of intelligence, and 
are so well-to-do in the world, that they, too, 
learn to become indifferent, and begin them- 
selves to indulge in a faint smile at their own 
heathenism. Western science has also done 
something towards making sceptics, dissipat- 
ing many superstitions, casting light into 
many dark intellectual corners, and helping 
to awake mental inquiry. But, above all these 
things combined, is the scepticism produced 
by the preaching of Christianity. In India 
there are about six hundred missionaries, in 
China and Japan are two hundred more. 
These eight or possibly nine hundred men 
are busy with pen and press, on week-days 
and Sundays, in towns and cities, by the way- 
side and in the bazaar, with untiring zeal and 
resolute purpose and unflinching boldness, 
exposing the folly and wickedness of idola- 
try. They impress the heathen, even those 
who do not yet apprehend their doctrines, 
with the intensity of their convictions. Mil- 
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Heathen Scepticism 


lions and millions of heathen are thus con- 
stantly hearing their own system assailed, not 
indeed with ridicule and sneering such as 
that above alluded to, but with cogent logic, 
pungent appeal, and solemn earnestness. 
The whole procedure is new to them, and 
amazes them at first. It is daring intellectual 
effrontery to call their venerated superstitions 
in question at all. But, hearing it done so 
often, they become familiar with it. After a 
time they begin to feel an incipient disbelief 
of their own, arising not so much from any 
clear perception they themselves have, as from 
an imitative tendency to fall in with other peo- 
ple who do have clear perceptions and have 
the courage to avow them. 

And now comes the practical question, 
What are we to hope for from these sceptics,. 
and what part will they take in the coming 
religious upheaval ? 

It is well to be fully apprised of the certain- 
ty that from some of them very little auxiliary 
support may be expected. This is especially 
true of shreffs and compradors, and the great 
mass of employees in foreign establishments, 
— offices, depots, warehouses, men-of-war, and 
merchant-men. Nor is any thing to be ex- 
pected from a giggling, rattling scepticism, 
even though heathenism be the object of the 
mirth. It sometimes happens that missiona- 
ries adduce this as a great encouragement 
and a proof that heathenism is losing its hold. 
It is indeed, to a certain extent,.a proof of 
the latter; but it affords very little encour- 
agement. - These shallow talkers are too 
often destitute of all religious yearning. 
They make sport of heathenism now: they 
will make sport of Christianity by and by. 
There is no sobriety of thought about them. 
Pearls are wasted there. 

As regards the scepticism superinduced by 
education in Western languages and especially 
Western science, discrimination must be made. 
Its importance as a stage out of darkness 
into light depends much on the kind of reli- 
gious instruction of a positive nature that 
attends it. There is a vast amount of educat- 
ed scepticism in India to-day that does not 
promise a particle of help to the acceptance 
of Christianity. Education has merely re- 
moved the subjects of it from one end of the 
base of an isosceles triangle over to the other 
end, without bearing them a bit nearer the 
apex. We are aware that this opinion will 
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not to be coincided with by many godly and 
worthy missionaries in India. If it were so, 
they would not be spending so much time 
and money in what thus far appears to be a 
futile attempt to turn the flank of heathenism 
by a scientific column of assault. The whole 
system has been challenged over and over 
again. So far as the writer knows, the at- 
tempt has nowhere been made with «uccess. 
It was the class educated in English that 
Professor Seelye addressed while in India. 
We have seen no evidence that such persons 
were more accessible through the English 
language than others were through the vernac- 
ular. Sceptical towards their old heathenism 
they confessedly were, but believing towards 
Christianity they assuredly were not: at 
least, so we must conclude from the results. 
It is not in that “ scientifically trained” por- 
tion of the community that Christianity is 
working such wonders to-day. There, as else- 
where, the so-called learned will come filing in 
the rear. 

Of a more hopeful nature than the above 
is the indigenous scepticism of the East, — 
that is, of the limited few whose doubt has not 
arisen from Western science, but whose ob- 
servation and thoughtfulness has led them to 
question the popular faith. The reason for 
this hopefulness is found in the close relation 
which their intellectual doubt sustains to their 
moral sensibilities. They FEEL,as well as 
THINK, and think the more because they feel. 

But far more is to be looked for from the 
scepticism produced by the preaching of 
Christian truth. J¢ zs a totally different kind 
of scepticism from that produced by scientific 
teaching. It is broader and deeper. The 
appeal is made simultaneously to the under- 
standing, the conscience, and the heart. The 
bare light of science shining on these heathen 
superstitions is found lacking in those very 
qualities that are found wanting in moonlight. 
Calorific and actinic rays are missing: conse- 
quently it enlightens, but putrefies. Chris- 
tian truth possesses the qualities of sunlight. 
It shines “in the heart” as well as in the 
head, and in the conscience as well as in the 
heart. There is produced as a result, not only — 
a scepticism of the intellect, but also a scepti- 
cism of the heart; for why should we not 
recognize scepticism of the heart as we doa 
faith of the heart? The one illumination 
leaves men full of disbelief of the errors 
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handed down by tradition from their fathers, 
but attended with no awakening of the con- 
science and no quickening of the sensibili- 
ties. The other does touch the conscience, 
leaving it restless and apprehensive, and does 
affect the heart, making it to yearn for some- 
thing better. It is this latter kind of scepti- 
cism that we desire to see multiplied, and 
that is being multiplied, to a wonderful extent, 
and from which in the future we shall draw 
our crowds of inquirers. 

Not to be too minute in classification, we 
may recognize in a general way among the 
heathen two very diverse varieties of scepti- 
cism,—one of which is helpful and hopeful, 
and forms part of a great spiritual movement 
in the direction of life, and the other of which 
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is simply zegative. We would not be under- 
stood as saying that among preparatory 
agencies for the success of Christianity this 
latter is of no value whatever. Only let it be 
understood that its value is of a negative 
kind. It simply determines the grand aggre- 
gate of opposition. When the final grapple 
comes,—and which is now hastening faster 
than you in the West are dreaming of, — this 
wing of the great army of doubters will stand 
in a neutral position, characterized by zxdiffer- 
ence. After the manner of Joash, Gideon’s 
father, who said, “‘If he [Baal] be a god, let 
him plead for himself,” so they will let the 
old heathenism of their fathers take care of 
itself, but they will not offer any positive aid 
to Christianity. 


RECOGNITION OF THE CHURCH AT ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA. 


J. LEHMANN writes: “Mr. Kargel, in his 
journal for the last quarter of 1879, sings a 
Te Deum for the new liberty and the full 
share of it which has just been bestowed on 
the church of the Russian metropolis. He 
writes: — 

“The fourth quarter of last year has been 
- of most important results, not only for the 
church at Petersburg, but also for all the 
Baptists in the Russian Empire, as one in 
which rights of corporation and recognition 
have been conferred upon us. What the 
churches of Germany have been waiting for 
so long, and have worked for so much, has 
been given us, so to say, while we were sleep- 
ing. As soon as the law was promulgated, I 
at once set to work to secure its benefits for 
the church here. It cost some trouble at first, 
and much running to and fro, before every 
thing was regularly arranged; but afterwards 
it went on all the more quickly. In Novem- 
ber the Civil Officer was nominated, to whom 
-we have to apply in order to have our mar- 
riages, births, &c., entered in the public regis- 
ter, and I took my oath of allegiance as minister 
of the church. A little later, our place of 
meeting was examined, was found proper, and 
sanctioned. First of all the churches in Rus- 
sia we had every thing all right, for which we 
are much indebted to the excellent and kind 
bearing of the authorities towards us.’ ” 


Mr. Kargel describes the ceremonies of his 
taking the oath very much in detail. Suffice it 
to say, that the regular way prescribed by law 
was to kiss the cross and the gospel, but this 
was dispensed with in his case, as he demon- 
strated that we had no such customs. The 
Bible, nevertheless, was laid on the table while 
brother Kargel had to speak the following 
words in Russian, which were spoken to him 
by his Excellency the Deputy of the City- 
Captain : 

“1, who am mentioned further on more par- 
ticularly, bind myself before God to be faith- 
ful to his Majesty Emperor Alexander Nico- 
laievitsch; and to subject myself to all laws 
of the Empire ; to promote whatever may be 
for the good of his Majesty and the Empire, 
and to myself suppress or give immediate 
notice of whatever may be against his Ma- 
jesty, as far as may be in my power and God 
will enable me to do.” (All this was repeated 
with reference to his Imperial Highness, the 
heir of the throne, as well.) “I then had to 
promise with an oath (the precise words I 
cannot remember), to proclaim the pure doc- 
trine of the Baptists, and that alone; to be on 
the watch against all errors and deviations 
from it, wherever such might appear amongst 
us, which I have to give notice of to govern- 
ment as well; and to endeavor myself to lead 
a moral, upright, and unblamable life. One 
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would think this solemn asseveration would be 
sufficient; and it certainly is not the fault of 
the government if the clergy of Russia is not 
a most wonderful and admirable class of 
men.” 

Another important event is the fact that 
brother Kargel has succeeded in getting the 
Censor’s permission to have an edition of our 
hymn-book printed in the language of the 
Lettes. Formerly a Lutheran clergyman 
whom the government had appointed Censor 
for all Baptist literature had .struck out from 
the Lettish translation all hymns relating to 
baptism and ordination, and to many other 
subjects, so that it was impossible to have a 
hymn-book of our own; but now the govern- 
ment has seen that this is preposterous. Bap- 
tist literature is now to go at once to the head 
office of the Censor, without having passed 
through the Lutheran ordeal before. It is to 
be marked on the outside “ Baptist-writing,” 
so that it may not get into a wrong channel. 
The Censor very correctly remarked that the 
Lutheran clergy would henceforth be con- 
cerned with Lutheran literature alone. The 
consequence was that our hymn-book was 
permitted to be printed in Lettish without the 
change of one syllable or letter. 

Another pleasant incident is, that a Chris- 
tian gentleman, whom Mr. Kargel styles “the 
soul of the Christian movement at St. Peters- 
burg,” has given three hundred rubles from 
the funds of a society for Christian knowledge, 
to assist our brethren in Leifland and Cour- 
land to publish Lettish tracts. All he stipulat- 
ed was, that they should not contain any thing 
denominational, which our brethren cheerfully 
promised should be the case. If any thing of 
a denominational kind should be wanted, the 
brethren engaged themselves to pay that out 
of their own resources. , 
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Now, all this is very good news. A newera 
for the Baptist cause in Russia has certainly 
dawned, and much good will, with God’s bless- 
ing, come out of all these changes in proper 
time. Rev. iii. 8 may surely now be applied 
to the Russian field of labor. It is true that 
one person only has put on Christ in baptism 
during the last quarter: but many more are 
asking earnestly, what they shall do to be 
saved; so that as soon as the weather will 
permit, that is, not till spring, baptisms will be 
performed. 

The number of the members at St. Peters- 
burg at present is sixty. The zeal and liber- 
ality of these few is illustrated very clearly as 
they have raised during the year 1,173 rubles, 
60 kopeks, making an average of 19 rubles, 
56 kopeks, a member. It is to be regretted 
that Mr. Kargel is still troubled much with 
nervous prostration, caused by this severe 
climate with its sudden changes, which tells 
much on his constitution. 

Mr. Kargel has visited diligently, and his 
journal contains many interesting details of 
conversations with inquirers. At one place he 
had an interview with five persons at the house 
of a Mrs. R.; when he left, Mrs. R. handed 
him an envelope with the inscription, “A few 
stones for the future chapel at St. Peters- 
burg,” which proved to contain a bond for 
one hundred rubles issued by the city at five 
per cent. 

Mr. Kargel concludes: “On the whole, the 
Lord has given his people many a victory in 
this kingdom. As soon as practicable we 
shall be able to add some believers to our 
number, who are ready to be baptized. Would 
that the Lord wrote this petition into the hearts 
of his people everywhere: Lord, bless thy peo- 
ple, and further thy kingdom, at St. Peters- 
burg!” 


WORSHIP IN THE PRESENTATION OF GIFTS. 


BY REV. J. C. WIGHTMAN. 


WE ought not to overlook the prominence 
which the presentation of gifts occupies in the 
Scriptures as a prescribed department of wor- 
ship. The first example of acceptable worship 
which is recorded consisted not in prayer, nor 
praise, nor sermon, but in the presentation of 


a substantial gift. Abel brought of the first- 
lings of his flock. This was the most valuable 
thing which the world afforded. The firstling 
of a flock is nobler in kind than the fruit of 
the ground. The exalted nature of his offer- 
ing was suitable to the exalted character of 
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God. We read that to the gift which he 
brought “the Lord had respect.” Hence wor- 
ship by the presentation of gifts was instituted 
and sanctioned long before the flood. 

The first worship of which record is made 
after the flood consisted in the presentation 
of a most costly offering. The property which 
Noah had accumulated in the old world was 
all swept away by the flood except the frag- 
ment which was preserved in the ark. At the 
termination of the flood his stock of clean 
beasts must have been well reduced. The 
world was empty. The time for the first har- 
vest was several months in the future. The 
richness of his living, the comfort of his fam- 
ily, and the future increase of his wealth, de- 
pended largely on the size of his flock. There 
never could arise a stronger temptation to 
forego worship for the sake of comfort and 
luxury. Nevertheless “ Noah took of every 
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar.” With 
this offering God was well pleased. To the 
religious lessons thus taught when the whole 
world was inéluded in a single family, is un- 

‘doubtedly attributable the common character- 
istic which all the famous religions of the 
world exhibit. In the Shoo-King, the oldest 
historic classic of the Chinese, the presenta- 
tion of gifts comes into view as a legitimate 
and recognized department of worship. No 
idolatry appears in the time of King Yaou, who 
reigned 2,356 years before Christ; ancestors 
had not been exalted into demigods, but offer- 
ings were presented to “the great and sove- 
reign God.” 

The earliest Vedic hymns delineate that in- 
teresting period of Indian history when the 
twilight of darkening superstition first began 
to cast its gloomy shadows over the face of 
monotheistic religion. At that time the altar 
was recognized as an established and unques- 
tionable institution, even after the mind of the 
worshipper was in apparent doubt, and mu- 
singly inquires, “Who is the god to whom we 
shall offer our sacrifice?” In the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics representations of the presenta- 
tion of offerings are conspicuous. The ex- 
humed altars of the Ninevites, which have lain 
buried for three thousand years, now stand forth 
to show that offerings were not neglected, even 
after the spiritual conception of the Supreme 
Being had been lost in the figure of a winged 
lion with a human head. In most if not all 
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modern idolatries the presentation of gifts oc- 
cupies a prominent place in heathen worship. 
The most characteristic emblem of religion 
the world over is the altar. 

The worship of Abraham exhibits the same. 
characteristic as that of Noah. He presented 
offerings to God. In the plain of Moreh, on 
the mountain east of Beth-el, and whitherso- 
ever he journeyed, he reared an altar, and hon- 
ored God with his substance. In grateful rec- 
ognition of the hand of God in giving him 
the victory over his enemies, to Melchizedek 
as the priest of the most high God he paid 
tithes, thus sanctioning the presentation of 
gifts as a primeval institution of the most high 
God. 

The worship of Isaac and Jacob exhibits 
the same characteristic feature. In Bethel 
Jacob set up the stone which he had for his 
pillow, and poured oil upon it. This is the ear- 
liest symbolic prefiguration of the Christian 
Church, since the flood. Hence he called it 
Beth-el— God’s house. It was at the primeval 

sanctuary he made his vow of dedication, say- 
ing, “ This stone which I have set for a pillar 
shall be God’s house, and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth to thee.” 

In the wilderness God made a special rev- 
elation of his will to Moses. The children 
of Israel were commanded to bring free-will 
offerings for the erection of the tabernacle. 
Public worship was thus inaugurated by the 
recognition of the presentation of gifts as a 
divine institution re-affirmed among the chosen 
people of God. The institution of tithes was 
perhaps Jewish, and as such was limited to 
that age and people; but the presentation of 
gifts is a primitive and universal institution 
of worship. It belongs to all ages and all peo- 
ples. It was instituted before Abraham was 
called, and subsisted after the sceptre had de- 
parted from Judah. 

That there might be no mistake on this 
point, the new dispensation was ushered in 
with this feature set in the foreground by 
special inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Wise 
men were sent from the East to pay befitting 
homage to the infant Saviour, and, when they 
came where he was, they “fell down and wor- 
shipped him ; and when they had opened their 
treasures they presented to him Zits, gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.” 

The acts of worship which Jesus” most 
highly commended consisted in the presenta- 
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tion of gifts. As he sat over against the treas- 
ury, and beheld the people casting gifts into 
the treasury. he commended the poor widow 
who cast in two mites, because she had really 
cast in more than they all. 

Jesus was pleased with the offering of an 
alabaster box of ointment, and declared that 
the one who brought it had wrought a nobler 
work than dispensing charity tothe poor. The 
alms and prayers ‘of Cornelius came up for a 
memorial before God. arpa 

The endowment of the infant Church at 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost was be- 
stowed under the special inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. Hence what was done revealed 
the mind and will of God. Those who had 
possessions and lands sold them, and laid the 
price which they brought at the apostles’ feet. 
Thus was the presentation of gifts inaugu- 
rated and indorsed as a divine institution in 
the Christian Church. 

The law promulgated by our Saviour for rec- 
onciliation among brethren implies that an 
altar and offerings are permanent fixtures of 
his worship. The words, “If thou bring thy 
gift to the altar,” recognize the altar as an abid- 
ing institution of his worship. If the law of 
reconciliation in the last clause pertains to the 
Christian dispensation, then does the altar spok- 
en of in the first clause belong there as well. 

The order which which was given to the 
churches of Galatia and Achaia by the apos- 
tle Paul, to bring gifts on the first day of every 
week, indicates that this was designed by God 
as an essential and permanent part of Chris- 
tian worship. Consider that this was an apos- 
tolic injunction; that it was given authorita- 
tively and formally to several churches in 
different provinces; that the collection was to 
be made “week by week” and “on the first 
day,” thus affording peculiar facilities for de- 
positing it in a common treasury which would 
supersede the necessity of collections after 
his arrival. These considerations are favor- 
able to the view that the presentation of gifts 
week by week is a permanent apostolic institu- 
tion. An inspired command in the principle 
which it reveals is perpetually binding, else 
we have no authoritative revelation of God’s 
will in the Bible; for the Bible is made up 
chiefly not ‘of commands addressed directly to 
us, but of approved precedents which are in- 
deed applicable to us and to all ages, but only 
by necessary and obvious inference. 
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What is so much needed in our denomina- 
tion to help on our aggressive work of evan- 
gelizing the world as the large and steady 
income which the hearty adoption of this apos- 
tolic institution would secure? The recog- 
nition and observance of the divine institution 
of presenting gifts as worship is among the 
characteristic badges which will distinguish 
and adorn the world-wide reign of the Messiah 
on the earth; for 

“ He shall rule from sea to sea, 

“And from the river to the ends of the 
earth ; 

“The Bedouin shall kneel before him, 

“ And his enemies shall lick the dust; 

“The kings of Tarshish and of the isles 
shall bring presents ; 

“The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer 
gifts ; 

“ All kings shall bow down before him, 

“ And all nations shall serve him.” 


WHERE RESTS THE RESPONSI- 
BILITY? 


Ir the progress of evangelization is less 
rapid than it should be, the responsibility for 
the situation rests with those to whom Christ 
has committed the duty of propagating his 
truth. Intelligence comes from all parts of 
the world, that the means contributed for 
evangelical work are painfully inadequate; 
that opportunity for the effectual propagation 
of the gospel awaits the furnishing of main- 
tenance for men and women who are eager to 
devote their lives to teaching the way of life. 
Is it right that this condition of things should 
continue? If not, on whom does the respon- 
sibility for the wrong rest? Can it be that 
God has omitted to place in the hands of 
his people the means necessary for the more 
speedy accomplishment of his work? Can 
there be any doubt whatever that there is a 
fearfully disobedient withholding, by some one, 
of means due to God’s work? Is there nota 
culpable misappropriation of funds intrusted 
to the members of his churches for the propa- 
gation of his gospel? 

A few months ago a missionary in Burmah 
sent to this, his native country, a simple memo- 
randum, to the effect, that if the Baptists of 
the United States would kindly contribute one 
cent each per week for foreign missions, the 
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amount which would be produced by this inex- 
pensive arrangement would exceed threefold 
the sum annually contributed by American 
Baptists for that object. Incredible as this 
statement may at first appear, the memorandum 
presents an undeniable truth. The amount 
which the American Baptist Missionary Union 
receives and disburses annually is about $250,- 
ooo. Compliance with the missionary’s mod- 
est suggestion would give to the treasury of 
the Union over $1,000,000 per annum. The 
multitudes in India, who hang breathless on 
the lips of our missionaries, having but just 
learned that they are supplicating gods which 
hear them not, nor love them; which have 
not power to forgive sin, nor support them in 
the dying hour; those newly awakened hea- 
then penitents, who now stretch forth their 
hands, with tearful pleading, but in vain, to 
our missionaries for a teacher, or a tract, 
which shall point them to “the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world;” the 
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faithful missionary, who is now compelled to 
send empty away those famishing children 
of darkness, —all these might be made joyful 
in hope of a blessed immortality by the contri- 
bution of one cent, or even half a cent, per 
week, from each of those Baptists, who in 
this blessed land enjoy, from childhood to 
old age, the uninterrupted favor of gospel 
light. 

The adility of American Baptists to do 
what is asked of them will be universally 
conceded. Is it possible that there is a delib- 
erate unwillingness on the part of those who 
pray for the conversion of the world to con- 
tribute one cent each per week for that object? 
Shall it be believed that the prayer, “Tuy 
KINGDOM COME,” which daily trembles on 
the lips of nearly every man, woman, and 
child in every Christian household in every 
Christian community in our land, is, after all, 
but the voicing of an unbelieving and heart- 
less service? — Watch Tower. 


MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


BURMAH. 


Fission to the Burmans. 
LETTER FROM R. B. HANCOCK. 
ZEEGONG, Jan. 27, 1880. 


RETURNING from a visit to a neighboring village 
where we spent three days itinerating to the in- 
habitants of its environs, we came to Zeegong to 
make arrangements for attending the anniversary 
of the Pegu Association at Prome. 

Our experience thus far here has confirmed the 
opinion long entertained, that, without the personal 
supervision of some competent teacher, but little 
good can be effected. There are good men among 
us, whose characters are irreproachable, who are 
an honor to their profession, and whose consistent 
conduct is a power in the community; but there 
are cases which even such men are incompetent to 
grapple with. 

In this village there was a man, an enrolled 
member of the Zeegong church, who had strayed 
away from the fold. We bent our steps to his 
hamlet, and found him prostrate witha fever. He 
seemed to be in an unlovely state of mind, and we 
arranged for an interview with him the next morn- 
ing. In the mean time we ascertained that the 
charge of playing cards for money was brought 
against him. The pastor of the church was pres- 


ent at the interview, as also a prominent member 
of the Honityua church, who was a party to some 
one of his money-transactions which was a source 
of trouble to him. I examined him alone first, then 
called the pastor and the lay member ; the main 
trouble was a misunderstanding between the par- 
ties, and he confessed his sin in playing cards, and 
the interview closed with a season of confession 
and prayer. 

An interesting case was that of an elderly wo- 
man who seems completely convinced of the truths 
of Christianity, and is evidently waiting for some 
evangelist to say, “See, here is water. What 
doth hinder thee to be baptized?” Want of water, 
as in Zeegong. 

On Monday preceding the Association, we heard 
that the wife of the head-man of a neighboring 
village wished to go to Prome and be baptized 
there during the session of the Association. We 
were anxious to ascertain the cause of this wish ; 
she said frankly she was ashamed to be baptized 
in Zeegong. If it had been merely a preference 
to be baptized in the beautiful Irrawaddy in pref- 
erence to the stagnant pools of Zeegong, we 
should cheerfully have complied with her wishes, 
and respected her for her taste and preference. 
We were pleased with her appearance ; but, like a 
majority of her countrywomen, she could not read. 
We told her this ordinance was required by the 
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Head of the Church, and we could not compro- 
mise its requirements. She was directed to the 
Scriptures on the matter of being ashamed of 
Christ, and she appeared thoughtful. 

We have no doubt that if we had a tank of pure 
water in Zeegong, there are others here, now de- 
terred by the absence of such a place, who would 
array themselves on the Lord’s side. Ouy appeal 
will fall powerless on your eyes in the present state 
of your treasury; and your heart-rending appeals. 
to the churches will, I fear, make our appeal to 
the ‘individual members of those churches equally 
powerless ; and yet, doubtless, there is money 
enough somewhere to sustain all the benevolent 
enterprises set in motion. “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” 

We have commenced our annual tours among 
the villages on foot; and, with our usual strength, 
we hope to continue them. Last year we had a 
couple of horses; but they were stolen from us, 
and we cannot replace them. We shall not, how- 
ever, spare ourselves on that account: the exer- 
cise will do us good, and we know we shall be 
followed by the desires of all who sympathize with 
us in our work. 

I ought to mention, in connection with the woman 
who was “‘ashamed,” that her husband is a mem- 
ber of the Zeegong church, and that it was her 
purpose to connect herself with this church; and 
that, therefore, she could not have been ashamed 
to put on the mantle of a Christian profession in 
the presence of the whole Association, nor to iden- 
tify herself with the body of believers here. 


f¥lission to the Harens, 
LETTER FROM REv. W. BUSHELL. 


Maoosen, February, 1880. 

New STATION. —My last letter to you was 
dated from Rangoon: this is my first from our new 
station. I left Rangoon on Nov. 26, and have 
since made this my headquarters, though I have 
by no means spent the whole of my time here. 
I am now within a short distance of several of our 
churches, and so have made several trips to them, 
and have also made one tour up the fiver. I was 
away from home fifteen days, and have but just 
returned. 

HousE-BuILDING. — My principal work while at 
home has been to build a house in which to live 
until I can get a better one, which I hope will be 
next year. The house I have built is composed 
mostly of bamboo; the floor and its supports are 
of wood, which gave me a great deal of trouble 
to get; as there are no saw-pits here, I had to get 
my boards from two villages a distance down the 
river. The posts and verandas are of bamboo 
poles, the roof of bamboo shingles, and the walls 
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of mats made from a reed which grows abun- 
dantly around us. The style of architecture is 
original ; which, for want of a better name, I will 
call the Indio-Burmanic. It is not handsome, not 
very strong, but has at least the recommendation 
of being cheap. I think that Rs. 250 will cover 
the whole cost of building it. Myself, teacher, 
and boatmen, have done nearly all the work. It 
is not yet completed, though we have been living 
in it for more than six weeks ; but I sometimes pity 
my dear helper for the inconvenience she has had 
to endure. 

THE OvuTLooK.— You will naturally wish to 
hear something of this place as a mission-station. 
Of course my experience here has, as yet, been 
too short to enable me to say a great deal; but I 
have seen sufficient to make me believe that I am 
in the right place to see and be seen by the Karens 
of this district. Not a day passes without some 
callers making their appearance, some Christians, 
many heathen ; and great interest is manifested in 
us by all. I am glad to say there are some in- 


‘quirers among them. 


Our NEAREST NEIGHBOR is a Sgau Karen, but 
speaks Pwo quite well: he occupies a filthy, di- 
lapidated old house adjoining my compound. His 
daughter, a bright girl of fifteen, is very anxious 
to learn to read, and to worship the true God: she 
comes to our house every day, and is learning to 
read under the tuition of the Karen girl who as- 
sists my wife. The last-mentioned is a girl about 
twenty-five years old ; a good, faithful girl, who is 
very anxious to do something to bring her own 
people to the Saviour. More than once I have 
heard them praying together, the older girl dictat- 
ing, and the younger one repeating the prayer after 
her sentence by sentence. She (the younger) is 
making good progress in her efforts to read, and 
I hope ere long to count her among the baptized 
disciples of our Lord. Her father, and another 
man down the river, are vacillating between us 
and the Roman Catholics: they say they want to 
worship our God in the right way, but they do not 
know which is the right way, that which we preach, 
or that which the priest presents to them. We 
can only tell them to read God’s word for thém- 
selves, and ask the Giver of that word to guide 
them to decide aright. 

PASTORAL WorkK.—As I said above, I have 
just returned from a two-weeks trip in the jungle. 
During this trip I visited four of our churches, a 
number of members whose houses were a distance 
from their church, and quite a few villages where 
there is not a single believer. I am beginning to 
know our church-members, and to be known of 
them. Without exception they were glad to see 
me, and did all they could to testify their joy that - 
I was come to work among them. I mide it a 
point to search out those who were under disci- 
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pline, or who had been excluded. Some gave 
promise of returning ; and one young man in par- 
ticular, who had been suspended for attending a 
heathen festival, assured me that he had not for- 
gotten his Saviour, and was anxious to be restored 
to church privileges again. While he spoke, tears 
stood in his eyes, and he impressed me as being 
very much in earnest. 

Our churches need a great deal of pastoral care 
and attention just now, as, on account of advanced 
age and Bible work, ‘brother Brayton has been 
compelled to neglect them for several years past, 
and the time has not yet come when they can walk 
alone. 

INCIDENTS. — We met with some very interest- 
ing cases among the heathen. One case I could 
but regard as a remarkable instance of providen- 
tial guidance. Being in a hurry, we had travelled 
a good portion of one night, and lay down to sleep 
in, our boat, hoping to resume our journey early in 
the morning ; but, upon rising early in the morn- 
ing, we found the wind blowing so strongly that 
we could not pursue our journey, or even light a 
fire to cook rice until we could find shelter ; so we 
poled our boat along until we reached a small 
cove, into which we put in order to cook rice. 
We did not know there was a single Karen there ; 
but upon going ashore we found five Karen houses, 
in one of which we held preaching service, and 
had a very, very attentive audience of eight or ten 
souls. As I saw the breathless attention with 
which they received his words, I could not help 
envying the preacher, and longing for the time 
when I could do as he was then doing. There is 
an inspiration coming from such listeners, poor, 
ignorant, and dirty though they be, which the 
preacher in many of our cultured churches does 
not receive. We found one lady who apparently 
received the truth, and drank it in with greediness : 
she came down to our boat, with us, and parted 
from us with reluctance; and when she heard I 
had come to stop in Maooben, though a long day’s 
journey, she said she should come to see us in 
- order to learn more about this Saviour. 

We also met there a man and woman who were 
Catholics, but who had learned the Ten Command- 
ments, and were in much trouble because they 
were there taught to worship oxe God, while the 
priest said they must also pray to the Virgin Mary. 
We endeavored to instruct him in the Word, and 
he said he could not worship the Virgin Mary any 
more. I could but feel that he was anxious to 
learn the truth, and pray that the Holy Spirit may 
guide him in his efforts. 

WILL YoU HAVE A SCHOOL?—I have told you 
but a few of the interesting things which are occur- 
ring around us. We have also many discourage- 
ments to meet with every day, but we have neither 
time or inclination to write about them. Every- 
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where I was asked, by Christian and heathen, “ Are 
you going to have a school? Will you teach our 
children ?” and we have had many girls from twelve 
to sixteen come here and ask to be taught: I could 
only answer, “I have no schoolhouse at present ; 
do not know that I ever shall have, but I hope so; 
and perhaps next year, but I cannot say.” Breth- 
ren of the Committee, and Christians of America, 
what shall be the answer I shall give these who 
ere seeking for light? It is for you to say. 
; ‘* Shall we, whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high, 

Shall we to those benighted 

The lamp of life deny ?” 

I have sung the above question many times, but 
but it has never appealed to me with the force it 
now possesses. Would that the brethren in the 
churches at home could see the people before them 
as the missionary does, and the answer to it would 
soon be seen! May God grant it may be so, and 
that speedily ! 


Letrer FRoM Rev, E. B. Cross. 
Touncoo, Jan. 29, 1880. 

A DIFFICULT JOURNEY. — We were afraid the 
journey to the Paku Association would be more 
than we could endure. The meeting was held on 
the ‘borders of the Red Karen country, and we 
must reckon a hundred miles or more of very 
difficult and fatiguing mountain travel: however, 
we accomplished it. 

We arrived in good time, although we had great 
difficulty in getting a start from home. It has 
been established as a rule of the Association, that 
the church which invites the meeting shall see that 
the missionaries who attend the meeting shall 
have the means of going provided. This year the 
church failed to send a sufficient number of men, 
on account of sickness in their village : we could 
get neither elephants nor coolies in town, and our 
last resort was to get a boat, and go a roundabout 
way up a mountain-stream. It took us three days 
to reach a place where one of the Christian vil- 
lages could send us help. 

HELP BY THE Way.— We arrived at that place 
at the time appointed, and had the happiness of 
meeting a multitude of men, women, and children, 
who had come to help us on our way. They made 
light work of carrying Mrs. Cross and all we had 
to carry, up the steep mountain-sides. We spent 
the sabbath with them ; and they volunteered again 
to carry us on our way to the meeting, which was 
still a two-days’ journey. This volunteer aid is a 
great saving to the funds of the Union, as it re- 
duces the expense of our travelling more than 
half; but it often subjects us to annoyance and 
delay. In the case of the village we have now 
referred to, the men were engaged in the work of 
building some new houses, and were at work as 
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our people at home work at a “bee” in raising 
the posts, &c., of their houses. It seemed rather 
a hopeless expectation, that they would leave their 
work to carry us ; yet after some demur and plan- 
ning they did it, and we were able to go on our 
way without further difficulties, as far as bearers 
were concerned. 

DANGERS. — We had only a young and rather 
“skittish ’ pony for Mrs. Cross to ride, and we 
thought the risk and fatigue of such riding over 
such a road for so many days was too much to be 
thought of ; but Mrs. Cross had so much pity for 
the men scrambling through the brambles and 
thorns at the sides of the path, which was too nar- 
row for them to walk in when carrying her, that 
she felt compelled to trust herself to the pony and 
to her own feet, instead of being carried. Her 
pony, by a sudden start at some object which he 
saw by the side “of the path, threw her on the 
ground once only on the whole journey ; and this 
instance seemed well provided for to be a fall with- 
out a hurt. But with such a pony it was not com- 
fortable to ride down the sides of the mountains, 
and on the brink of precipices hundreds of feet 
in height. This kind of travel must be taken into 
account as one of the difficulties and .exposures 
of life and health to which we must be subjected 
here in our efforts to carry the gospel to these 
people, and in our labors of leading them as 
Christians. God may keep us from falling and 
destruction ; but no one, either here or at home, 
should think it marvellous if life is easily and 
quickly destroyed. 

THE ASSEMBLY. — We found at the place of 
meeting, what seemed a great multitude of people 
ready to greet us heartily with hand-shaking and 
words of gladness. The number of delegates and 
visitors, when actually numbered by a committee 
appointed for the purpose, appeared to be a little 
more than six hundred; this in such a place ap- 
pears to be a great multitude ; and when you see 
them nearly all earnest Christians in their way, 
it adds much to the interest, if not to the great- 
ness, of the sight. It seemed to show a great and 
marvellous work accomplished since the gospel, 
only a few years ago, was introduced among this 
people as wild, cruel, and degraded savages. All 
must exclaim, “ What hath God wrought!” and 
yet none of us feel satisfied. Our longings are 
only enlarged and quickened so much when we 
think of what is zot done, that we almost forget 
that any thing is done. It seems very little, com- 
pared with what remains, to raise the still heathen 
multitudes to this point, and these Christians into 
the regions of true light and civilization which 
they are still so far below in their life and habits. 

Our meeting continued for the greater part of 
three days. A great deal of interest and enthusi- 
asm was manifested. We missed three of our 
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ordained men, and especially Kyouk-kai, who, 
with two others, was kept away by sickness. Our 
brother Mau Cheh, however, who has been placed 
in the part of the Paku field which belongs to the 
Red Karen country, showed earnestness enough 
in his speeches and exhortations to make up for 
any lack from the absence of others. 


Mission to the Shans. 
LETTER FROM REV. J. N. CUSHING. 


Siranc River, Jan. 27, 1880. 


WE LEFr TOUNGOO yesterday afternoon, and 
are now on our way to Rangoon. The eighteen 
days which I have spent at Toungoo have been 
exceedingly busy as well as pleasant. Packing up 
for removal has occupied a comparatively small 
portion of the time, as there have been many extra 
meetings to attend, and the arrangement of mission 
matters has required much attention. Mrs. Mix 
had kindly taken charge of the Shan school before 
my arrival, which was a relief to my. wife. 

WEEKS OF PRAYER. —I found the English 
Christians engaged in observing the week of 
prayer. Saturday and Sunday evening had been 
assigned to me, and I enjoyed preaching to the 
full congregations very much. It is years since I 
have seen the town chapel full at an English ser- 
vice. This is due now largely to the decided 
Christian influence of some godly officers among 
the troops now stationed at Toungoo. 

The second week of January was observed vol- 
untarily by the native church, as a week of prayer. 
I attended many of the meetings, and was gratified 
to see the evidence of spiritual life in many of the 
members. One evening service was held at the lit- 
tle chapel in Kyundaugone. There were few hea- 
then present. Formerly the congregations were 
quite large; but the absence of a missionary for 
months, and some unfortunate circumstances in the 
domestic life of the preacher long stationed here, 
have worked against the cause. Much seed has 
been sown in this field during the past years, 
which I believe will yet spring up. The preacher 
now in charge is a young man whose quiet, straight- 
forward, earnest Christian life will do more for the 
truth, perhaps, than mere preaching would do. 

New Sration.— During my stay at Toungoo, 
brother Mix and I went up the river to the Shan 
village, Hluahbinzaik, to look at the place with 
reference to the settlement of a preacher there, 
and also to pay a visit to some of the Shan vil- 
lages on the Kannee side. In 1874 I wished to 
station a Shan preacher at this village; but the 
Roman Catholic priests built a house and chapel 
there, and I was obliged to return to America on 
account of illness. Now the Romanists have sold 
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their buildings, and are putting their force into the 
Karen mountains. By stationing a preacher at 
this village, we hope that much evangelistic work 
may be done in the northern part of the Toungoo 
Shan field. A house will be built if an old one 
cannot be purchased ; and, ere this letter reaches 
you, we trust to see this important post occupied. 

RESULTS OF TEACHING.— On Wednesday last 
I performed the marriage-service for two East 
Indians. One of the men I baptized last Tues- 
day, together with four Shans and one Burman. 
The baptism was a delightful one to me; for the 
natives were chiefly from the school, and were 
those of whom we have had most of the care 
from their early childhood. We have found that 
the most stable part of the church, as a rule, has 
come from the school, where Christian ideas have 
been thoroughly instilled into the mind. 


‘INDIA. 


fission to the Assamese. 
LETTER FROM REv. P. H. Moore. 


Nowconc, Assam, Feb. 5, 1880. 

Visir TO TuRA.—On our way to Nowgong we 
stopped off at Tura, and had a pleasant visit with 
brothers Mason and Phillips and their families 
and Miss Russell. At Tura we attended our first 
sabbath service among the natives; Ramkhe, a 
native preacher, and one of the first two converts 
among the Garos, conducted the service. Brothers 
Mason and Phillips consider him one of the most 
efficient native helpers they have. The people 
seemed very attentive throughout the service, quite 
as much so as any audience among the churches at 
home. From what I saw in the five days that we 
were there, I was led to believe that the mission 
among the Garos is a very hopeful one, and that the 
good work so well begun will broaden and deepen 
until the harvest shall show a multitude of souls 
saved for the Master’s kingdom. But already sad 
news has come of the destructive fire that has 
visited them; and much that had cost so much 
labor and expense must all be done again to bring 
the work to where it was before the fire. 

THE WorK Is GREAT.— We arrived at Now- 
gong on the 16th of January; and, from what we 
have already seen and heard of the place, we are 
quite well pleased with it. I feel that I have only 
begun to comprehend the nature of the work to 
be done here, and it will take years of experience 
before I can fully enter into it. My situa:ion here 
is as if a child should undertake to carry on some 
great project that demanded all the wisdom and 
sagacity of a most acute and experienced business 
man. Charles, the pastor of the church here, is, as 
I believe, a faithful man, and one that can be relied 
mpon. 
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A Goop PLAcE To INvEsT. —In my first letter 
from this field I did not wish to say any thing about 
wanting more money: but I had not been here one 
week before I was obliged to turn away three boys 
who had come three days’ journey to apply for 
admission to the school here, and all because the 
funds appropriated for the work here will not 
allow us to incur more expense; and it is doubtful 
if we can get through the year even at the expense 
of the engagements as already made. I believe the 
school here is a good training-place for the young 
men and women who are led to accept Christ. 

The other day a young man came in to see us, 
who had formerly been in school. He was about 
to leave school, and go to work with his friends at 
home; and he wished a statement from his teach- 
ers showing that he had not been dismissed in 
disgrace. His family and friends are not Chris- 
tians, and they had persuaded. him that it would 
be better for him not to continue in school. We 
thought perhaps they would also persuade him to 
give up Christ, and go back to his caste; and he 
was asked if he thought of giving up trying to be a 
Christian. He looked very thoughtful for a mo- 
ment, and then replied, “If God gives me strength 
I will never give up my religion.” All the people 
about him are continually taunting him, and he 
indeed needs strength from on high to live a Chris- 
tian life in the midst of so many adverse influences. 
He remained ‘here two days, visiting with his teach- 
ers and friends; and when he went away he seemed 
fully persuaded to come back and go on with his 
studies, He requires only one year to finish the 
prescribed course in the school, and Miss Keeler 
thinks that then he might make a good preacher if 
we only have money to employ more laborers. 

A few days ago we received a note from another 
of the boys who had formerly been in school. 
When he left, the mission had not the means to 
employ him. He went to his own village, and has 
been sustaining himself as best he could, preaching 
as much as he could. Recently he has built a place 
of worship where he preaches (I believe he has gone 
in debt to build it) ; and his note says that he will 
make us a visit some time next month, and will bring 
with him three or four who have believed on Christ 
and who wish to be baptized. Evidently his heart 
is in the work, He would like to be employed by 
the mission, that he may give his whole time to 
preaching. 

Now I believe that I appreciate to some extent 
the condition of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union. I know that you cannot give as much as 
you would like to each of the mission fields; nor 
do I think, that, just because I am here, Nowgong: 
is more deserving than all other fields. But from 
the incidents I have mentioned, and other similar 
ones, I glean the opinion that all the money you can 
spare for this field can be profitably invested here. 
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LETTER FROM Rev. M. C, MAson. 
Tura, Assam, Feb. 14, 1880. 

Tour IN DECEMBER.—I left Tura Dec. 10, 
and went through the hills over an entirely new 
route, thus learning much of the country, and 
making an impression for good, I trust, on many 
of the people ; for, besides the talking I was able 
to do evenings, I had with me two good preachers 
and some other Christians, who improved their 
opportunity in replying to such questions as these: 
“What sahid is that?” What is his business?” 
“Where does he live?” ‘What does he do at 
Tura?” “What has he come here for?” &c. 
And often, notwithstanding a long day’s march, 
they would continue until late into the night 
preaching and explaining the gospel. 

Much of the way I could get guides only for a 
few miles, or from one village to another; and 
often we went through dense jungles without a 
path, or for miles in a stream at the bottom of a 
gorge. Sometimes I had to go miles to avoid 
some impassable gorge. After five days I reached 
Dilma, a Christian settlement. The Christians at 
this place are still in the midst of enemies; and 
they have also been heavily afflicted with cholera 
and Xal/ahayor, a most fatal disease peculiar to the 
Garo Hills. Moreover, some of the leading mem- 
bers have erred in such a way as to cause talk, par- 
ticularly among their enemies. Nevertheless there 
had been a few conversions, most notable of which 
were’the man whom I mentioned about two years 
-ago as being so desperate at the baptism of his 
wife, also the husband of the other woman bap- 
tized on the same day, and who was beaten the 
same night on account of it. 

CHRISTIAN VILLAGES. —I spent three days and 
nights in and about Dilma and Resu, visiting the 
more recent openings, and talking with some of 
the backsliders. I thought it better for the con- 
verts to wait till my expected return with brother 
Phillips in January. The fire has prevented this 
return, but brother Phillips is still expecting to 
visit them soon: he is now among the churches on 
that side of the hills. 

I spent two nights at Korykal, where two con- 
verts were baptized; and visited a school some 
distance away. I then went to Nishengrom, and 
spent three nights. It is a great pleasure to meet 
with such a church as this. I did not interfere 
with their regular meetings while there ; but said 
what I had to say in special meetings or at the 
close of other meetings. *On Sunday eight con- 
verts were baptized, having been previously exam- 
ined, and the regular monthly collection was taken ; 
one of the women, wife of Rumgkhu, who is now 
in government employ, gave a roll of Rs. 25, one 
month’s income. A noticeable feature of the col- 
lection was, that not a man or woman failed to put 
in something, if it was not more than a pice or 
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two. While here I was visited by four of the 
teachers from the villages near Ayia, where I had 
hoped to go. They told me of the good work 
there, and brought me thirteen names of those who 
were asking for baptism. 

At this time I received word of brother Moore’s 
arrival at Calcutta, and intended visit at Tura: 
therefore I made a march of four days from 
Nishengrom through the interior, where I had 
never been before, and arrived at Tura after an 
absence of only seventeen days, during which I 
had travelled over two hundred miles, mostly on 
foot, as I took no pony, and found after a day or 
two that I could walk with more ease, and my men 
could go faster by giving some of their loads to 
the men who started to carry me. 

PLANS FRUSTRATED.—I had hoped to spend 
months in camp this season, and arrange new open- 
ings, and help to gather many converts intv the 
churches. But the fire has ended my touring for 
this year, save as I may be able to walk to a few 
of the villages near by. I hope to visit one of 
these villages, which I have never seen, Sunday. 
I shall start in the early morning, and return at 
evening. But, while I am greatly disappointed in 
not visiting the rest of the churches this season, I 
rejoice that brother Phillips is able to be there. 
He is doing a good work, and will have his hands 
more than full as long as he can remain in tent. 


fElission to the Teloogons. 

From Rev. J. E. CLouGu. 
Camp VinacoonDA, KristNAH District, 
60 miles N. N. W. ONGOLE, Feb. 13, 1880. 

. .. THE whole number baptized since I started 
on this tour, Jan. 16, is 508. I never had such a 
hearing by all castes and classes before. Some- 
times whole villages of a thousand people or more 
have turned out, and listened patiently and eagerly 
to me for an hour. The sudras, who are the cul- 
tivators of the soil and own most of the land, are 
coming soon to Jesus. Some way is going to be 
opened for them to leave caste, and not become so- 
cially disgraced, ere many years, and perhaps before 
many months. We must get ready for them. 
When they come, the death-knell of old Hindoo- 
ism, or rather Brahminism, is rung. May God 
hasten the day! 


LETTER FROM Rev. F. E, MorGan, 
Kurnoot, Inp1a, Feb. 18, 1880. 
THE CHRISTIAN VILLAGES.—I wrote you that 
Mr. Campbell was expecting to come and accom- 
pany me on a tour to some of the Christian villages 
of the Kurnool field: he returned home last night, 
having spent two weeks with me. I am very glad 
to have had so favorable an opportunity to get ac- 
quainted with the Christians for.whom, and with 
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whom, I hope to labor. We spent ten days in a 
tour to the viilages to the east and south-east, and 
then spent three days in a visit to Unnagonda, 
about sixteen miles south-west of here. On the 
6th of February Mr. Campbell baptized nine per- 
sons at Atmakoor; Feb. 9, six at a village about 
forty miles south-east of here ; Feb. 12, I baptized 
eleven at a village ten miles east of here; and, on 
the 15th, Mr. Campbell baptized ten from Goo- 
door, making thirty-six in all. We heard of others 


who are believing; but it is now the middle of. 


harvest, and an unfavorable time for getting the 
people together; some who had desired baptism 
had gone to other villages to work, so we did not 
see them. 

PLANS FOR SCHOOLS. — The Christians are very 
poor, and are willing to be assisted. I thought 
best, however, to give them a school-teacher only 
where they would promise to pay a part of the 
expense, and I arranged to put teachers in three 
villages at an expense to the Union of about three 
rupees per month each. The school here at Kur- 
nool has about fourteen scholars, for the most part 
small children. We have a good teacher here, I 
think, and Mr. Campbell concurs with me in the 
opinion that it will be well to get a number of the 
most promising young men and women from 
the different villages, and give them a little higher 
instruction than they can get in their villages. My 
idea is, to limit the number to those who are 
proved to be pious, energetic, and apt to learn, and 
give them such instruction here, especially biblical 
instruction, that they may make reliable helpers as 
preachers and teachers. 

PRAISE AND Hopre.—lI consider the field, as a 
whole, to be one of great promise, and I think there 
is cause for praise to God for what has already 
been accomplished. We hope for some time to 
come to have comparatively little interruption 
in the study of the language. We are well, and 
thankful for such opportunities for usefulness in 
Christian work. 


CHINA. 
LETTER FROM Miss Norwoop. 
Swatow, Cuina, Dec. 19, 1879. 


CONCERNING this second visit from which I 
have just returned, you may be pleased to learn 
something. I had expected to make this trip 
alone ; but, just before starting, Miss Thompson 
learned that she must have her passport renewed 
before she could make her visit to Jio Peng, where 
she was soon hoping to go. Thus she was at lib- 
erty to go with me who do not need a passport. 

We left Thursday, Nov. 27, in one of our small 
mission-boats, spent the night at Tie Ie, and reached 
Kui Su the next evening. Our plan had been to 
go the next day to Toa Po, where our work has 
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but recently been started, and where, as our native 
brethren say, the “opportunities” are unusually 
good; but upon reaching Kui Su we learned that 
the room adjoining the one used as a chapel, which 
we had hoped to rent for this visit, could not be 
obtained, the owner having sent us word that he 
would not rent it to us, even for a single night, for 
any amount of money. Hence we were compelled 
to remain for a few days at Kui Su. We em- 
ployed our time in teaching the few Christian 
women who could come,to us, and in talking, so 
far as we were able, with the heathen women 
whom curiosity induced to visit us. In the mean 
time we learned that we could get rooms in the 
houst of one of our Christians, living in a village 
a mile from the Toa Po chapel. We left Kui Su 
for this village the following Thursday, where we 
remained a little over a week. At the end of that 
time, we had fully realized what living in a Chinese 
house meant, and were able the more fully to 
appreciate the kind thoughtfulness of your Board, 
which has provided its missionaries with so com- 
fortable and pleasant homes as are to be found in 
our Kak Chieh compound. However, we almost 
forgot our disccmforts in the grand opportunities 
for work which we found on every hand. 

For six week-days we met in the chapel a 
class of Christian women, — sixteen in all,— whom 
we taught to read the leaflets about the “True 
God,” and “After Death.” Some were too old 
to do much beside listen ; others learned to read 
for themselves both of the leaflets ; and nearly all, 
we trust, have learned something which will be 
of use to them in trying to lead others to worship 
the true God. While I was employed with my 
class, Miss Thompson, assisted by the preacher 
and Bible-women, talked with the women, old and 
young, who came every day in crowds to see us. 
Some would remain the whole forenoon, and seem 
unwilling to leave, so deeply did they seem inter- 
ested in the wondrous truths to which they listened. 
Miss Thompson spent an hour or more each day 
teaching the Christians to sing the new colloquial 
hymns just out. The words as well as the tunes 
delighted them much. “Jesus loves me,” seemed 
an especial favorite, and they never seemed to tire 
of it. On Sunday we helped the brethren organ- 
ize a Sunday school which should embrace every 
member of the congregation. We divided the 
school into three classes; the brethren to be 
taught by the preacher, the sisters by the Bible- 
woman, and the children by a promising young 
man who assists in the Sunday worship. They are 
to study the leaflets, hymn-book, and such of the 
Bible as we have in colloquial, and report to me 
at communion. I think nothing cheered us more 
than the gratitude the women expressed to us for 
going to teach them, and the pleasure they mani- 
fested at finding that it was possible for them to 
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learn to read the precious truths which are bécom- 
ing so dear to them, 

We returned to Kui Su in time to spend our 
third and last Sunday with the little company of 
believers at Hue Sua, five miles from Kui Su. 
This is what we are accustomed to speak of as our 
church of old women; but we were gratified at 
meeting at the sisters’ prayer-meeting, held the 
hour before the regular service, two young women, 
both of whom took part in the meeting. Justa 
few days before our visit, the dear old brother, 
the first believer in this region, of whom Dr. Ash- 
more wrote you, had gone to his reward. It isa 
joy to think that his days of poverty and suffering 
are forever past. 

During this visit many interesting incidents 
came to our notice, only one or two of which I 
have time to mention. 

One day at Toa Po a man came to us to ask us 
if we could tell him any thing about a person in the 
“western kingdom,” whose name was affixed to a 
paper which he had purchased for twenty dollars, 
and which paper stated, that, for the amount paid, 
his sins up to the time of his death were forgiven 
him. He seemed to have some doubts, and came 
to ask us if we could assure him that this paper 
was all right. We tried to tell him of Jesus as the 
only one who could forgive sins ; and he promised 
to go to the chapel at Kui Su, and learn more. 

Another day after our return to Kui Su, a very 
intelligent-appearing woman from a village sixteen 
miles distant came to the chapel. Shé said she 
had heard some time ago about the “ chapel peo- 
ple,” but she had been unable to learn what their 
religion was, though she had “sought high and 
low, here and there and everywhere.” A few 
days before, on a visit to her sons, who were teach- 
ers of boxing in Kui Su, she had heard there was 
a chapel here; and now she had come to learn 
every thing possible about the trueGod. We read 
and talked with her; and the preacher answered 
all her numerous questions, and explained the 
doctrine. She said she was rejoiced to hear, and 
that she believed, and that she would come again 
and bring her daughter-in-law to see us. 

Thus everywhere we see evidences of a desire 
for more light, and a willingness to hear and 
receive the truth. 

We learned, too, that others beside inquirers 
were interested in the missionaries. After Dr. 
Ashmore’s visit, soldiers were sent three times to 
the chapel to inquire what his business might be ; 


and, while Miss Thompson and I were at Toa Po, - 


soldiers were again sent to make minute inquiries 
concerning us and our movements. 

The last sabbath afternoon we spent at the Kui 
Su chapel, just before leaving for home, three 
servants from the Yamun were sent to act as spies. 
However, we fancy that they could detect little of 
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danger in our teaching a few old women, and in 
our dealing out eye-medicine, for which just at that 
time there was a special demand. 

Last Monday we returned to Tie Ie, where we 
had planned to take chairs and visit a Christian 
family living in a village some miles distant. Our 
attendant engaged our chairs for about forty cents 
each, the distance being seven miles. As soon as 
we had taken our places, and the chair-bearers saw 
that we were foreigners and women, they declared 
that they would not carry us for less than four and 
three dollars respectively. We left our chairs at 
once; and then began an attempt to force us to 
accept their terms, which lasted about half an 
hour, at which time we succeeded in escaping 
from them and the crowd which was growing 
larger and more excited all the time. The tide 
was low, and our boat could not go through the 
canal: so we walked across, a distance of over 
three miles, and took another boat on this side, 
and reached home Monday evening, having been 
absent nineteen days, and travelled one hundred’ 
and three miles by boat and twenty-one on foot. 


JAPAN. 
LETTER FROM REv. THOMAS P. POATE. 
Morioka, JAPAN, Jan. 20, 1880. 

NEw CuuRCH AT MorioKa.— Your letter of 
Dec. 10 reached me yesterday. I then had the 
privilege of examining six candidates, and consti- 
tuting the First Baptist Church of Morioka. I 
wish that you could have been present with us to 
assist : I am sure that your heart would have over- 
flowed with thankfulness to the Lord who has thus 
blessed us. I have been led to organize the church 
earlier than I should otherwise have done, from thé 
fact that the man who started the movement here 
is dangerously ill. He felt that he might die at 
any time, and earnestly desired to see the church 
formed and to sit down with them once before 
departing to the better land. 

GoD IS WITH Us here, and the door is open. 
He has blessed us, and I look for a great blessing 
in the near future. There are, I think, seven candi- 
dates for baptism at present. Four of them come 
from the Roman Catholics : these are the fruits of 
Mr. Kudo’s labors. The six now belonging to the 
church have all been baptized: they were baptized 
on repentance and profession of faith by one of the 
preachers of the Greek Church, and as they give in 
their lives testimony to the reality of their conver- 
sion I have not felt myself at liberty to re-baptize 
them. They have been led to come out from the 
Greek Church by studying the Scriptures: at least, 
this is the case with the men; the women are not 
able to read the Chinese version. Now that Dr. 
Brown’s version has reached them, I look for a 
speedy growth in grace. Considering the disad- 
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vantages of their position, their knowledge of the 
Scriptures and their faith is wonderful. One of the 
members, a man mighty in the Scriptures (he is a 
capital Chinese scholar), has been accustomed to 
local preaching, and will, I trust, be made a great 
blessing. 

WE HAVE A MEETING every day except Satur- 
day ; and, as in another ten days the cold will begin 
to abate, we hope to be able to extend the work. 
I am accompanied by my teacher. There was a 
snow-storm yesterday, which hindered some from 
attending the meetings. The believers here live 
at considerable distances from each other. To- 
night I hope to examine an old lady of seventy-two 
who was detairied from the other meeting by snow. 
She belongs to a family which was expelled from 
the Greek Church. The head of it, a Mr. Hara, 
was one of the first converts, and established the 
Greek Church: he is a fine scholar, and a diligent 
student of the Scriptures. He found that some of 
the members were guilty of drunkenness, that the 
church-money was misapplied, and finally he dis- 
puted some of the doctrines taught. Like many 
another would-be reformer, his efforts failed, and 
he with his family were turned out of the church. 
His old mother has felt this most keenly, and wept 
for joy after hearing from us the word of the Lord. 
They have observed the Lord’s Day at home; but 
she longed for the services of the Lord’s house, 
and said that she would be content to die when the 
church was established. 

AN OPEN FIELD. — Morioka is a city containing 
fifty thousand inhabitants. It takes about eight 
days to get here generally, though it is not more than 
four hundred miles from Yokohama, It is about 
one hundred and fifty miles from Sendri, the third* 
city in Japan, and within easy reach are a large 
number of flourishing towns. There is not a sin- 
gle Protestant missionary between this and Tokio, 
though there is one about one hundred and twenty- 
five miles to the north-west. I remain here, God 
willing, till the end of March, and then return to 
Yohohama. 


SPAIN. 


LETTER FROM Mr. BENOLIEL, 

Mr. Benoliel describes the new quarters to which 
he has removed: there is a hall seating a hundred 
and fifty persons, in which the Sunday services are 
held, and another room which accommodates the 
Sunday school and the evening and day schools. 
The chapel is neatly furnished. Mr. Benoliel’s 
dwelling is in the same building. He writes as 
follows : — 


Atcoy, Feb, 28, 1880. 
ENEMIES. — As soon as the news went abroad 
of my having rented a house for six years, the 
Romanists assailed the landlord and his family : 
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they refused his wife the remission of her sins at 
the confessional, and did every thing in their power 
to take the house out of our hands. All their 
efforts proved useless: the contract was legally 
signed, and was irrevocable. This gave me occa- 
sion to speak to the landlady of the only One who 
is able to remit sin, and of the only way of getting 
this blessing, even by the blood of the eternal Son 
of God; for without shedding of blood there is 
no remission. 

CHRISTMAS came, and brought us the joy it usu- 
ally brings for the young people. We had the 
chapel beautifully adorned with arches of green 
branches of trees, paper chains, little flags of divers 
colors, lights, and a rich Christmas-tree, full of 
sweets and fruits. Our children, ninetecn in num- 
ber, recited portions of Scripture, and gave from 
memory speeches I had prepared for the occasion. 
The adults enjoyed the feast as much as the chil- 
dren, joining them in singing the praises of the 
Child given unto us. ‘ 

FUNERALS.— At about this time we had two 
funerals. A member of this church had only been 
ill fora week. She sent for me one evening, and 
told me she wanted to die and go to Jesus. “I 
suffer terribly, and long to rest.” I had visited 
her before, but now her end was at hand: she had 
been praying all the day. Her looks did not re- 
veal the intensity of her illness: those were her 
last words. On the following morning I met sev- 
eral of her relatives at her bedside: the husband 
was crying, and she was agonizing. She opened 
her eyes as I spoke to her, as if she would answer ; 
but not a word did she utter. She quietly passed 
away, and I am sure she is safe in the arms of 
Jesus. Happy death, the death of a believer ! 

Three days afterwards her eldest boy followed 
her: the husband and a babe have remained on 
earth. Poor man! He says he never felt so 
much what it was to believe and rest on Jesus as 
in these trying circumstances. He said his wife 
was in heaven, and that there he would meet her. 
“Tt would destroy my heart to believe she was in 
purgatory: thank God for the knowledge of the 
gospel he has given me!” . 

At neither of these funerals did we meet with 
any difficulty on the part of the authorities: they 
are all new people; they do not favor, neither do 
they oppose us, as the former did. Still we had to 
wait for the key of the cemetery a long while ; and 
the grave-maker tried to annoy us, of which I 
complained, and he has been removed. 

SCHOOLS. — My duties have increased with the 
schoo]s. We have few children. A young man 
helps me, and I give him a small pay and lessons. 
He is a member of the church, and I trust that in 
time he will prove useful in the Lord’s work: the 
day-school is under his charge. The evening- 
school is for adults. We teach reading, writing, 


1880. ] 


arithmetic, grammar, geography, and rudiments of 
geometry. The reading-book is the New Testa- 
ment. This evening-school has been the means of 
attracting two young men to the congregation. 
Our SABBATH SCHOOL is now better than it has 
ever been before in this town. We have three 
departments, each with its respective teachers, — 
one for young women, another for children, and 
the third for young men: the latter I have charge 
of. We open by singing and prayer, and then 
divide into classes, to meet again at the close, when 
questions are asked of each scholar. All the 
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young people commit to memory the lesson of the 
day, though not all succeed in giving the whole * 
chapter. 

Last year three of our young men entered mil- 
itary service, which is compulsory in this coun- 
try. One died in the Baleares; another is in the 
Peninsula; and the third is in Manzanillo of your 
hemisphere. I had a nice letter from him about 
three weeks ago. This year we shall lose four of 
the young men, in the same way. Still we rejoice 
in the fact that they carry within their hearts the 
good seed of the Word of God. 


MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


No Limit. —“ There is now really no limit 
to the possibilities of the work abroad, but 
such as is set by our want of faith and conse- 
cration to this service. The providence that 
has opened the way, the prestige of Christian 
civilization, the preparation already made, the 
results accomplished, all beckon us forward 
as at no other period in the history of mis- 
sions.” — Missionary Herald. 


GRAND OPPORTUNITIES.— “ But what shall 
be said of China with its teeming millions ac- 
cessible to the gospel, among whom a thou- 
sand new missionaries could find, each, a 
parish of three hundred thousand souls, 
wholly dependent on him for the bread of 
life? What shall be said of India, of Japan, 
of Papal lands, and what of Africa? We are 
not straitened in God, but in ourselves. Do 
not such opportunities constitute a call to the 
youth in the colleges and seminaries, and to 
young men of tried and successful experience 
in the pastorate?” — Jdid. 


PROPORTIONATE GIVING.— While we de- 
sire to help every good cause, and aid in every 
department of Christian work, it is certainly 
wise in us to study the laws of proportion in 
our benevolence, and to try to distribute our 
donations so as to do as near justice to their 
respective claims as possible. The timely 
and forcible article of Rev. T. H. Drake, on 
the first page of the last “ Star,” puts one side 
of this question clearly and strongly, and none 
too much so. There is a growing conviction 
in the minds of many thoughtful brethren, 
that what he has said is true, and the thing 
we must do is to keep right on in our foreign 


mission work just as we have: been doing, 
only a little more promptly, that there may be 
no more short remittances, and, at the same 
time, double our contributions for the home 
work. — The Morning Star. 


FOREIGN MIssIONS OF TO-DAY.— To-day 
160 missfonary societies of Protestant Christ- 
endom have 2,500 missionaries in the various 
fields, with 20,000 native laborers and prob- 
ably 800,000 communicants, and 1,650,000 
native Christian adherents. Nearly if not 
quite $7,000,000 are spent annually in this de- 
partment of Christian work. 500,000 scholars 
are being taught in 12,000 mission schools. 
The Bible has been translated into 226 lan- 
guages and dialects, and printed in nearly 400 
versions. Many of these languages were first 
put into writing by the missionaries. Many 
countries were first explored by them; they, 
more than any others, have developed the re- 
sources, material and intellectual and spiritual, . 
of the nations among whom they dwelt. 
With a world-wide co-operation truly sublime, 
the Christian workers toil on. The great 
Christian army has now its camp-fires lighted 
in almost every country on the face of the 
globe. 


GIVING BY NATIVE CHRISTIANS. — “The 
Foreign Missionary” says that “the native 
Christians of the United Presbyterian Mission 
in Egypt last year gave nearly three dollars 


each in their religious contributions. This, in 
proportion to their earnings, would be equal to 
thirty dollars a year each, by an average Pres- 
byterian congregation in this country. Let 
us live and learn.” From the same source we 
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learn that “the native Christians on the island 
* of New Hebrides, South Seas, have sent thirty- 
seven hundred pounds of arrowroot to London, 
as a contribution toward paying for an edition 
of the Old Testament, which is now being 
issued in their language.” 


A NoraBLE SicN.—The quickening of 
missionary interest in some theological semi- 
naries is a notable sign of the times. The 
theological students of Princeton, simulta- 
neously with their brethren in Hartford Semi- 
nary, some time since sent outa circular to 
all evangelical seminaries, calling for special 
prayer and mutual conference concerning the 
obligations resting upon young men preparing 
for the ministry to enter upon missionary 
labors. 


THAT Is ENCOURAGING. — We see it stat- 
ed that the American Board is encouraged by 
* its present financial success. ‘“ The donations 
from the churches for the first six months of 
the current financial year, closing March 1, 
have made a decided advance over those of 
the corresponding period for the past three 
years. They aggregate $157,895.77. Adding 
legacies, which have amounted to $37,102.36, 
the total receipts for the first half of the year 
are $194,998.13. ” 


RELIGIOUS CONDITION OF THE WORLD. — 
An eminent Christian often prayed with a 
map of the world before him. Let one take a 
map, trace from country to country the mar- 
vellous missionary movement, marking the 
religious condition of each; let him be per- 
sonally impressed with the changes God hath 
wrought, — and he will pray too, and as never 
before. 


PROGRESS. — There are not less than 225 
separate Protestant congregations scattered 
through the country from the Black Sea to the 
Mediterranean, and from Turkey to Persia. 
There are 176 schools, with an average attend- 
ance of 15,500 persons. There are boarding- 
schools for girls, under the supervision of the 
American missionaries, in Marsovan, Brussa, 
Bitlis, Mardin, Kharpoot, and Aintab, with 
theological seminaries and colleges at other 
places. 


\ 
“THE FOREIGN MISSION JOURNAL” says, 
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“While there were seven converts to each of 
our preachers in the United States, last year, 
there were some seventy converts to each of 
the missionaries in Asia.” This, if true, 
ought to silence forever the objection to such 
missions on the ground that they cost too 
much in proportion to the results. In the 
first years of missionary labor progress seemed 
to be slow. The ground was hard and un- 
broken; the difficulties were many and great; 
a long period of seed-sowing and tillage was 
necessary before any fruit could appear. It 
could not be otherwise. But conditions are 
changing, and the time of ingathering has 
begun. Nowhere are larger results realized 
from the labor performed, than among the 
heathen. The fact stated above ought to 
stimulate American pastors to devout conse- 
cration and earnest activity. — /éid. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA. — Says 
“The Missionary Herald,” “There is great 
rejoicing in Austria over the recent removal 
of restrictions upon religious liberty.” Mr. 
Clark of Prague writes, under Feb. 2, as fol- 
lows, which we cite from the Correspondence 
published in “The Herald:” “The favorable 
decision of the Austrian cabinet, in answer to 
Brother Adams’s appeal, was received yester- 
day. The right is /ully conceded, that one 
may hold in his dwelling religious services 
with invited guests, excepting children be- 
tween six and fourteen years of age who be- 
long to one of the state churches, — Roman 
Catholic, Reformed, or Lutheran. © At the 
same time the government concedes the right 
to hold public meetings, as was formerly done 
in the hall, by giving previous announcement 
to the authorities, with stamp of fifty kreutzers 
(22 cents), and then paying one florin seventy- 
five kreutzers (77 cents) for the attendance of 
a policeman, to see that nothing is said or 
done contrary to law. In the latter conces- 
sion, as in the former, it is demanded that 
school-children belonging to the established 
churches be excluded from the meetings. 
Our lay preacher, Mr. Novatny, has also 
received a favorable decision to his appeal; 
and doubtless our friends in Stupitz will very 
soon receive a similar document from the 
government. 

“It is a matter for great rejoicing, that it 
now seems to be fully conceded, as a matter 
of law and right, that any one may invite 
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friends to his own family religious services. 
‘ Praise God from whom all blessings flow!’” 


EVANGELICAL CHURCHES IN ITALY.—A 
directory of the Protestant churches in Italy 
shows that there is hardly a town of even 
secondary importance which does not now 
possess at least one evangelical church, al- 
though it has been but twenty years since the 
preaching of the gospel was allowed in that 
country. The churches are generally of two 
kinds: there are churches formed of Protes- 
tants by birth, and celebrating their worship 
in foreign tongues, —such as English, Scotch, 
and American churches, French churches, 
the Vaudois in the valleys of Piedmont, the 
German churches. Then come the Italian 
churches, properly so called; since they both 
conduct their worship in Italian, and are com- 
posed of Italians converted from Catholicism 
during the last twenty years. The foreign 
churches are fifty in number. Of the purely 
Italian climes there are one hundred and 
thirty-eight. They are distributed as follows: 
Methodists, 44; Vaudois, 39; “ Free Church,” 
21; Baptist, 19; Plymouth Brethren, 15. 


THE CONVERSION OF INDIA.— The Life 
of Rev. Dr. Duff, recently published, con- 
tains the following extract from Sir Charles 
Trevelyan, brother-in-law of Lord Macaulay, 
for many years a resident of India, in reference 
to the result of missionary efforts in that coun- 
try: “ Many persons mistake the way in which 
the conversion of India will be brought about. 
I believe it will take place at last wholesale, 
just as our own ancestors were converted. The 
country will have Christian instruction infused 
into it in every way by direct missionary edu- 
cation, and indirectly, through books of vari- 
ous kinds, through the public papers, through 
conversation with Europeans, and in all the 
conceivable ways in which knowledge is com- 
municated. Then at last, when society is 
completely saturated with Christian knowl- 
edge, and public opinion has taken a decided 
turn that way, they will come over by thou- 
sands.” 


EASTERN TURKEY. — The American Board 
called for sixty thousand dollars to endow 
their Armenia College, and “ The Herald” for 
April announces that the sum “has been prac- 
tically secured.” “The Herald” says, “ The 
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Christian work already done by the college, 
and the auspicious openings now before it, 
give assurance that it will be in the future a 
beacon-light throughout Eastern Turkey.” 


CoMING TO AMERICA.—We see it stated 
that M. Reveillaud, as a representative of the 
various French Protestant bodies in France, 
is on his way to this country, with a view of 
interesting the churches in this land in a 
broader and permanent work in France. The 
remarkable Protestant movement, now in prog- 
ress in Paris and throughout that country, is 
acquiring great strength, and arousing a wide- 
spread interest. 


THE DARK CONTINENT. —So rapid and 
vigorous is the movement for following up 
Stanley’s explorations in Africa with the gos- 
pel, that it is said that there will probably be 
no less than twelve different missionary socie- 
ties at work in the various parts of the conti- 
nent before the close of the present year. 


SPAIN. — The London Religious Tract So- 
ciety reports that “ever since 1868, the Span- 
ish people have bought a larger number of 
the Scriptures, in proportion to their popula- 
tion, than France or Italy, the other two chief 
Roman Catholic nations.” 


“ JAPAN is challenging us in the race of edu- 
cation. It becomes the more important that 
we should give them the gospel, without 
which education is shorn of its mightiest force 
for good,” — Hon. Alpheus Hardy. 


THE POPULATION OF THE EARTH is va- 
riously estimated to be between thirteen and 
fourteen hundred millions; that they speak 
three thousand and sixty-four languages, and 
have one thousand different religions. 


Ir WAS SAID nearly fifty years ago, by a 
secretary of the American Board, “There 
is no way in which we can so powerfully aid 
the cause of God in our own land, as by doub- 
ling and quadrupling our sacrifices for the sal- 
vation of distant pagans.” 


CONTRIBUTIONS BY CHILDREN. — We find 
in an exchange this statement: “ The children 
last year contributed $237,939 to the English 
Church Missionary Society.” 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


ROOMS, 28 SCHOOL STREET, BOSTON. 


CorresPponDiING SECRETARY, Rev. J. N. MURDOCK, D.D., to whom letters relating to home work and missions of the 
Union should be addressed. ne 

TREASURER, FREEMAN A. SMITH, EsqQ., to whom letters containing money for the general treasury should be 
: ; also letters relating to Wills. Drafts, Checks, and Postal Money Orders, except for the publications, should be 
drawn in his favor. Friends wishing to forward goods to missionaries, through the Treasurer, should send him by mail a 
schedule of the contents and valuation of the package, with express or railroad receipt. 


DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 


New Encianp District. — Rev. W. S. McKenziz, D.D., 28 School Street, Boston. 

New York Soutuern District. — Rev. A. H. BurtincHam, D.D.,9 Murray Street, New York, N.Y. 
New York Centrat District. — Rev. H. BricHam, 88 Montgomery Street, Syracuse, N.Y. 
SouTHERN District. — Rev. Davip SPENCER, 1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Mipp.e District. — Rev. Tuomas ALLEN, Dayton, O. 

Lake District. — Rev. S. M. Stimson, D.D., Terre Haute, Ind. 5 

Nortu-Western District. — Rev. C. F. ToLMAN, 71 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


WOMEN’S SOCIETIES. 
The Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society, Boston. 


Mrs. AtvAH Hovey, Corresponding Sec., Newton Centre. Miss Mary E. Crarke, Treasurer, 28 School Street, Boston, 


The Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society of the West, Chicago. 
Mrs. A. M. Bacon, Corresponding Secretary, Dundee, Ill. Mrs. F. A. Smitu, Treasurer, 71 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society of the Pacific Coast. 


Mrs. F. M. Conro, Corresponding Secretary, San Francisco. Mrs. M. E. Backus, Treasurer, San Francisco. 


FORM OF A LEGACY. 


; L also give and bequeath to THz AMERICAN Baptist Missionary UNION dollars, for the purposes of the Union, as 
specified in the Act of Incorporation. And I hereby direct my executor (or executors) to pay said sum to the Treasurer of 
said Union, taking his receipt therefor, within months after my decease. 


FORM OF A DEVISE OF REAL ESTATE. 
T also give, 


¢ ag, ny and devise to THz AMERICAN Baptist Missionary UNIon one certain lot of land, with the buildings 
thereon standing [ere describe the premises with exactness and particularity], to be held and possessed by the said 
nion, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes specified in the Act of Incorporation. 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


The MaGazinz is the only periodical published exclusively in the interests of the A. B. M. Union, the MAcEDonIAN being 
surrendered to the Woman’s Society. 


It contains the latest intelligence from the foreign mission-fields, together with editorials, and articles discussing questions 
relating to the enterprise of missions. 


Seventy-seventh year. The oldest Baptist periodical in America. Terms (postage prepaid), one dollar and ten cents 
annum. Ten copies and upwards to one address, eighty-five cents per copy. The “ ma ” and “ Helping Hand” to 
one oo, one — and thirty-five cents. 

lease notice the printed date against your name on the Magazine or wrapper. It indicates the time ¢o which you have 
paid. Let the figures made ’80 or Br. 


Send all orders and remittances to W. G. CORTHELL, Mission Rooms, 28 ScHoot STREET, Boston. 


THE HELPING HAND, 


Published monthly, represents the work of the Woman’s Baptist Missionary Societies, East and West, and gives extracts 
from the most interesting missionary letters in the Magazine. 
* Lana PER ANNUM: Single ‘copy, including postage, 40 cents; packages of four or more fo the address of one person, 
cen copy. 
and remittances to 


W. G. CORTHELL, Mission Rooms, 28 ScHoo. Street, Boston. 


THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


New-York Life 


Insurance Co. 


OFFICE, Nos. 346 and 348 BROADWAY. 


JANUARY 1, 1880. 


Amount of Net Cash Assets, Jan. 1, 1879 
Less deduction to cover decrease in value of United States Bonds and tu oa 


Premiums 

Less deferred premiums Jan. I, , 1879 
Interest and rents. 
Less interest accrued Jan. 1879 


$6,362,875 25 


2,339,875 9 


DISBURSEMENT 
Losses by death, including reversionary additions to same . 
Endowments matured and discounted, including reversionary additions to same 
Annuities, dividends, and returned arenes on cancelled policies 
Taxes and re-insurances 
Commissions, brokerages, agency expenses, and physicians’ fees 
Office and law expenses, salaries, advertising, printing, 


ASSETS. 
Cash in bank, on hand, and in transit (since received ‘ 
fonueed in United States, New York City, and other stocks (market value, $14,356, 192.94) . 
eal estate . 
Bonds and mortgages, “first lien on real estate (buildings thereon insured for $14,287,000. 0°, 
and the policies assigned to the company as additional collateral security) . 
Temporary loans (secured by stocks, market value, $1,300,000.00)  . 
he on > policies seal reserve held by the company on these policies amounts to 
60,000.00 
* Quatery and semi-annual premiums on existing policies, due “subsequent to Jan. i 1880 | 
remiums on existing policies in course of transmission and collection ae reserve on 
these policies, $330,000.00, included in liabilities) 
Agents’ balances . 
Accrued interest on investments jan. t, 1880 


* A detailed schedule of these items will uate the won eat ope filed 
with the Insurance Department of the State of New York. 
Excess of market value of securities over cost 


CASH ASSETS, Jan. 1, 1880. 


Adjusted losses, due subsequent to Jan. 1, aaa 

Reported losses, awaiting proof, &c. . 

Matured endowments, due and unpaid ‘ 

Reserved for re-insurance on existing policies; pariping insurance at 4 per cent Carlisle 
net premium; non-participating at 5 per cent Carlyle net premium. 

Reserved for contingent liabilities to Tontine oes rae over cme above a4 per cent re- 
serve on existing policies of that class . ; pe 

Reserved for premiums paid in advance 

Divisible surplus at 4 per cent 


"Appropriated as follows : 


Snapins, estimated by the New York State Standard at 4 1-2 per cent, over $7, 


$36,213,457 61 
135,966 93 


$36,077,490 68 


379,839 $6,003,036 16 
306,225 2,033,650 co — $8,036,686 16 


$44,114,176 84 


$1,569,854 22 
1,015,256 22 


2,236,379 97 

173,008 64 

626,253 30 
307,392 81 — $5,928,745 10 
$38,185,431 68 


$1,961,701 48 
13,544,671 96 
4,974,573 68 


15,313,278 95 
50,000 00 


621,403 02 
367,989 o2 
211,625 23 
22,199 23 
317,989 11— $38,185,431 68 


98 


$38,996,952 66 
$225,662 64 
213,271 31 
32,780 98 
34,016,840 82 


1,371,482 18 
761543 $35,876,581 18 
3,120,371 48 


$38,996,952 66 


),000.00. 


From the undivided surplus of $3,120,371.48 the Board of Trustees has declared a reversionary dividend to participating 
ome! in | ny me to their contribution to surplus, available on settlement of next annual premium. 


During year 5,524 policies have been issued, insuring 17,098,173. 
an. 1, 1876, "44,661. i $126,132,119. 
Number of an. 1, 1877, 45,421. Amount » 127,748,473. 
an. 1, 1878, 45,605. 
Policies in force. an. I, 1879) 45,005. at risk. is, 125,232,144., 
~~ an. I, 1660, 45,705- 1875, $1,870,658 1860, 127,417,7 876, $2 
Death Income ave, 1,906,950. Divisible an. I, 187, 
claims 1,63 from 1,867,457. surplus at an. 1, 1878, 
1676, 1,087, 1,940,005. an. I, 1879, 2,611,430. 
paid. (1879, 1,569,854. Interest. ( 2,033,650. Per cent. (yan: x, 1880, 3,120,371. 
SS. 
wonass FRANKLIN, OHN M: FURMAN, ROBERT B. COLLINS, OHN fe 
APPLETON, AVID DOWS, S S. FISHER DW A. WHITTEMORE, 
WILLIAM BARTON, GEORGE A. OSGOOD, WILLIAM H. BEERS, HENRY TUCK, M.D., 
WILLIAM A. BOOT. HENRY BOWE CHAS. WRIGHT, M.D., ALEXANDER STUDWELL. 
H. B. CLAFIN, LOOMIS L. 


WHITE, 
THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. 

D. O’DELL, Superintendent of Agencies. 
CHARLES WRIGHT, M.D, Medical 

HENRY TUCK, M.D., Examiners. 


‘MORRIS FRANKLIN, 
President, 
WILLIAM H. BEERS, 
Vice-Pres.and Actuary. 
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YEARS SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF ; 


PERRY DAVIS’ 


PAIN-KILLER. 


And after forty years’ trial, the “ PAZN-K/LLER” may justly be styled the great 
medicine of the world ; for there is no region of the globe into which it has not found its 
way, and none where it has not been largely and highly prized. Moreover, there is no 
climate to which it has not proved itself to be well adapted for the cure of considerable 
variety of disease ; it is admirably suited for every race. It has lost none of its good 
name by repeated trials, but continues to occupy a prominent position in every medicine- 
chest ; and is still receiving the most unqualified testimonials to its virtues, from persons 
of the highest character and responsibility. Physicians of the first respectability recom- 
mend it as a most effectual preparation for the extinction of pain. It is not only the best 

- remedy ever known for Bruises, Cuts, Burns, &c., but for DyYSENTERY OR CHOLERA, Or 
any sort of bowel complaints, it is a remedy unsurpassed for efficiency and rapidity of 
_action. In the great cities of India and other hot climates, it has become the 


STANDARD MEDICINE 


for all such complaints, as well as for Dyspepsia, LivER CompLaints, and other kindred 
disorders. For Coughs and Colds, Canker, Asthma, and Rheumatic difficulties, it has 
been proved by the most abundant and convincing testimony to be an invaluable 
medicine. No article ever attained such unbounded popularity. As an external and 
internal medicine the “ PAZN-K/JZZER” stands unrivalled. 

Forty years are certainly a long enough time to prove the efficiency of any medicine ; 
and that the “ PAJV-KILLER” is deserving of all its proprietors claim for it, is amply 
proved by the unparalleled popularity it has attained. It is a sere and effective 
remedy. It is sold in almost every country in the world, and is becoming more and more 
popular every year. Its healing properties have been fully tested, all over the world, and 
it needs only to be known to be prized. . 


BE SURE YOU BUY NONE BUT THE GENUINE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


PERRY DAVIS & SON, PROVIDENCE, RL. 


SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 
2 


THE 


ESTEY ORGAN. 


NOBLE IN TONE! BEAUTIFUL IN DESIGN! ELEGANT IN FINISH! 


This compact and powerful instrument is designed to meet a 
long-felt want for an Organ adapted to Sunday School, Chapel, or 
Hall Services, whith would enable the player to face the audience, and 
be plainly seen by them. It fulfils all the requirements for such 
uses admirably, and has proved a distinct success. The back ts 
handsomely finished to correspond with the front, and arranged to let 
out the full volume of sound. 


> 


A FINELY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FREE TO ANY ADDRESS. 


J. ESTEY & CO., BRATTLEBORO, V1. 
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CARPETS. 
Joel Goldthwait & Co., 


163, 165, 167, and 169 WASHINGTON ST., 


Have made LARGE ADDITIONS to their already SPA- 
CIOUS ROOMS by connecting the next building, and are 
now ready to show a full stock of 


NEW GOODS. 


Our Foreign Goods received from the Steamers ‘‘ MIN- 
NESOTA,”’ ‘*MASSACHUSETTS,” ‘ ATLAS,” 
‘**PEMBROKE,” PALESTINE,” and others, con- 
sisting of 


AXMINSTERS, 
WILTONS, 
BRUSSELS, 
TAPESTRY, 


ENGLISH MANUFACTURERS, 


Are well worth inspection. Our stock of 


DOMESTIC GOODS 


WAS NEVER BETTER. 


Joel Goldthwait & 60, 


163, 165, 167, and 169 WASHINGTON ST.. 


THOMAS TODD, 


BOOK, JOB, & CARD PRINTER, 


7 A, BEACON and 1 SOMERSET STREETS, 
(ROOM 25,) 
Boston. 


Special attention paid to Printing Church Creeds, Lib 
Programmes, etc. All kinds 


COMMERCIAL PRINTING 


Executed at short notice and at very reasonable prices, in 
the best manner. 


A MUSICAL LIBRARY. 


DITSOW & CO. 


From time to time, gather together their best, choicest, most 
successful and popular pieces of sheet-music, and bind them in 
handsome volumes of from 200 to 250 pages, sheet-music size. 
There are now thirty-two books of the series. Collectively, 
they contain nearly all the really good sheet-music ever pub- 
lished. Separately considered, each book is independent of 
the other, and holds the best songs or pieces of its kind. The 
very moderate cost commends them. 


Price, in boards, $2.00; cloth, $2.50; gilt, $3.00. 


The following are the VOCAL books only: — 
Sunshine of Song. 68 popular songs. 
World of Song. 95 songs. Great variety. 
Gems of English Song. 79 songs. New book. 
Household Melodies. 2 volumes. 147 songs. 
Moore's Irish Melodies. 100 famous airs. 
Silver Chord. 160 songs. 
Gems of German Song. 

Scottish 160 Scottish 

Sacred tro of the best. 
Shower of Pearls. 62 capital duets. 
Wreath of Gems. 95 songs, quite varied. 
Silver Wreath. 60 songs, duets, and trios. 
Operatic Pearls. 92 favorite opera songs. 
Musical Treasure. Vocal and Instrumental. 

Any book mailed, post free, for above prices. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


roo German 


The offer to send the Magazine 
for the balance of the year for 50 
cents is still in force. 

W. G. CORTHELL, 


Manager. 
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